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Abstract

The Almighty Allah is the Creator of the heavens and the earth and all the things between
these two. He has made a wonderful manifestation of His great creativity in it. He has
beautified the entire world of creation through people, animals, hills, mountains, plants,
oceans, rivers, planets, stars, etc. and managed it smoothly. He prefers one over the other
in respect of status, dignity and merit. He made some loyal to someone and made someone
an influencer of someone. Even this principle of Almighty Allah is effective in material
things. Sometimes it is His exclusive selection and sometimes it takes place in
consideration of the excellence achieved by the person or the animal. It is a part of His
brilliant style of creation and extraordinary principles of control over His management.
Almighty Allah has mentioned various aspects about this in the Holy Quran and the
Prophet £ described it in the texts of hadith. This is an immense mystery of the creation of
Allah Almighty, a wise method of bridging the gap between one and another in every
aspect of the created world, a way of cooperating with one another, and a way of keeping
the created world engaged in the competition for excellence. Analyzing the configuration
and significance of these diverse differences and excellences declared by Almighty Allah is
the theme of this article. This is a theoretical study prepared by collecting information from
primary and secondary sources and referenced using the Chicago Method.
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Article Info: 1.0 Introduction

E\Egggeegl-: ;g ggﬁtﬁgezrﬂ'z N Almighty Allah is the sole creator of
Research Area: Religion the heavens, earth, planets, stars,
Author's Country: Bangladesh plants, water, wind, human beings,

jinns, angels, etc. He creates whatever he wills. He is fully aware of His creation.
The different structures of His creations, the variety of colors and shapes, the
movement of the animals, the variety of food consumptions and activities are all
extraordinary manifestations of His creative craft. He governs the entire creation
world. In addition to the human and animal worlds, the plants and the material
worlds are also changed by Him skillfully. There are various disparities in all of
His creations. One of them is given by Him comparative advantage and
excellence over the others in terms of power, ability and status. Moreover, some
of the creations are excelled only in their own race. These divisions and mutual
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superiorities among His created clans is governed by specific rules and principles,
which He maintains Himself. He has given superiority to some creations by His
own will and has chosen them as the best. Again, he mentioned the standards and
criteria of excellence in some respects in front of people, so that people try to
achieve it. People should think and research about it. Because He Himself
inspired to research the mystery of His creation. Such research of the world of
creation discloses new horizons of knowledge in human life through the discovery
of various secrecies of the world of creation. The present article is a part of such
an effort.

2.0 Review of Books and Articles

Imam Ibnu Taymiyyah (Rahimahullah), one of the ancient writers on the
differences and superiority of status in the world of creation, has mentioned in his
Majmul Fatwa in different contexts about the superiority of relative status of
Prophets, Messengers, Angels, etc. Imam lbnul Qayyim (Rahimahullah) has
discussed the relative qualities and differences of time and periods etc. in his
famous book Jadul Ma’ad. Imam Qurafi (Rahimahullah) in his book Al-Furuq
has mentioned some principles of different rules of superiority of status among
the created world of Almighty Allah. Imam Ibn Hazam (Rahimahullah) also
mentioned some aspects in his book Alfaslu Fil Milale Wal Ahwai Wan Nihale.
Imam Ibn Hajar Asqgalani has cited something on this matter in his interpretation
of various hadiths in his book Fathul Bari. In this way, the ancient writers have
revealed some scattered matters in their texts in this regard. In modern age
Muhammad bin Abdur Rahman Yusuf Sazifi in his book Mabahisul Mufadalati
Fil Ageedah discusses the comparative superiority of the status of Prophet, Rasul
and Companions among humans; angels, humans and angels especially among
believers. In his book he also mentions the relative superiority of Allah's
attributed names and His words, but he does not highlight the superiority that
arises in the world of creation, especially in the animal world, in the material
world, and in man's acquisition of the various materials of earthly life. There are
many dispersed small writings has shown about the comparative excellence of
such people, angels or prophets, or different periods of time etc. in online
platform. To my knowledge, no article has yet been written on this topic that has
reviewed overall comparative excellence and superiority in the creations of Allah.

3.0 Diversity of Mutual Superiority in the World of Creation

There is a lot of diversity in the world created by Allah and on the basis of this,
different mutual superiority and status are also created. It pervades all spheres
irrespective of the Human beings, material world, flora and fauna. Such variation
in mutual superiority and status is a statutory rule of Almighty Allah in His
creations. This is explained below-
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I.  Variations of status in the material world
By material world we usually mean inanimate objects.” Such as sky, soil, water,
air, rocks, mountains, etc. There are many variations in all these material worlds.
And all these differences become reasons for superiority and dignity over each
other. As Almighty Allah says about the variety of stones: & 3%i% W ssdf . i
AT aks 1 lags W O s A 228 5255 W Gl B3 29T For there are some rocks
from which rivers gush out, and there are some which break asunder and water
comes out of them, and there are some which fall down with the fear of Allah.’"
Allah says about the variety of mountains: 3,2 &5 G3ff e fj Say 333 JWdT e
‘And in the mountains there are streaks of various shades including white, red,
jet-black rocks.
Among these rocks,‘Hajre Aswad’ is the most prestigious. Among the mountains,
the status of Ohud Hill is recognized in Islam. And the water of Zamzam well is
the best among the waters.V Earth, stone, iron, fire, water, air, etc. also have a
status of successive superiority. It is mentioned in the hadith:
ke b sle JUH sl wd clar 2,90 0 gl U JB oy ade 1 Lo 31 e el oy T e
%L_Jbjux,v\;\ﬁ;JuJ@|yuT;§;¢m}yJA%g\}Jud@\suy&m\wopu
196 W) s JUB U e 8T e il e fed oy b I U e JU il e sl e s Slils e b
o) o JB e e sl e b Sl e b oy b B s JU W) e sl e o clils e e o L
On the authority of Anas bin Malik (RadiyAllahu ‘Anhu), on the authority of the
Prophet %, He says: “When God created the earth, it began to sway, so He created
the mountains and returned them to it, so they became stable. The angels were
amazed at the strength of the mountains. They said, ‘O Lord, is there anything
among your creations stronger than the mountains?’ He said, ‘Yes, iron.” They
said, ‘O Lord, is there anything among your creation stronger than Iron. He said,
“Yes, fire.” They said, “O Lord, is there anything among your creation stronger
than fire?” He said, “Yes, water.” They said, “O Lord, is there anything among
your creation stronger than water?” They said, “Yes, wind.” They said, “O Lord,
is there anything among your creation stronger than wind?” He said, “Yes.” The

son of Adam gives alms (sadaga) with his right hand, which he hides from his
left.v

ii.  Differences of superiority among times and spaces

The different periods of the time such as days, weeks, months, years, etc. are also
the creations of Allah. Among them, Allah Ta'ala has given some superiority over
others. Among the days of the week, Friday has been preferred by Allah over
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other days. Similarly, among all the days of the year, the day of Arafah, the day of
sacrifice (Qurbani) and the first 10 days of the month of Zilhaj are ranked as the
greatest. Among the months of the year, Shawwal, Zilgada, Jhilhaj and Rajab
have been honoured by Almighty Allah. And among 12 months, Ramadan has
been ranked as the best. Equally, among the nights, the nights of the last ten days
of Ramadan have been ranked, but the night of Qadr has been ranked as the best.
Moreover, there are different opinions among the scholars regarding the mutual
superiority of these days and nights.vi

In this way, Allah has given superiority to the life of the hereafter over the life of
this world. He says: | \} ;\>~ cJ.>-U|} G ),A-i bl Jo ‘But O men! You prefer the
life of this world; while the Hereafter is better and everlasting.”"!

On the other hand, Allah Ta'ala has declared the place of mosque as the best
among all the places in the world. Rasul £ said: ) s> Laidly Bisles & ) ] Esd

et & “The parts of land dearest to Allah are its mosques, and the parts most
hateful to Allah are markets.’Vii

However, among all the mosques in the world, the three greatest mosques are
Masjid Haram, Masjid al-Nabawi and Masjid Agsa or Baitul Maqdis. But there is
a gap among these three mosques in terms of mutual superiority. Masjid Haram is
the greatest, followed by Masjid al-Nabawi and then Masjid Agsa i.e. Baitul
Magqdis.™

In addition, the area of Masjid Haram, the Haram area of Madinah, Safa & Marwa
hills etc. are more prestigious places than other places in Islam.

iii.  Aspects of diversity and excellence in the plant world
Allah's creation also has diver5|ty in plants and crops. Almighty Allah says:

{Aj)J\ L&l&\.“—)) Ls\.: Q‘r‘u’)w dc«u AQMJ 9\«4 QLMJ‘ u.a Jj\ AM d\ j.: é|

‘Do you not see how Allah sends down rain from the sky which penetrates the
earth and come out through springs? With it He brings forth a variety of crops
with various colours?™
However, among these different types of plants and crops Allah has given
superiority one over others. He says: Jisie J&} @)} Lt o Elisg Sjyail Cb u@y\ 33

Jin 3 e Gt el by T a0 Olis s ‘And in the earth are tracts (diverse

though) neighbouring and gardens of grapes and fields sown with corn and palm
trees growing out of single roots or otherwise: watered with the same water yet
some of them We make more excellent than others to eat.’!

Besides, In Islam the palm tree is recognized as having a higher status than other
trees. In the Holy Qur'an Almighty Allah have been compared good words to
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good trees. According to Mufassirin the comparable good tree is the palm tree.”
And in hadith compares a palm tree to a Muslim as blessed person.xV

iv.  Diversity and excellence in animal world
Almighty Allah has created different types of animals in this world. Among them,
there are many variations in terms of shape, movement, food consumption,
reproduction etc. Almighty Allah says:

gl U 2 oA i ity Ul % o5 s el e 2 A AT 3 s 0 ol 5
Al G AT
‘And Allah has created every animal from water: of them there are some that

creep upon their bellies, some that walk on two legs, and yet some that walk on
four; Allah creates what He pleases.”™"

Allah also says: &4 ZuZ 3T Bl T s “Likewise men, crawling creatures
and cattle have their various colours.”"!

Among these animals, Almighty Allah has mentioned the camel in various places
in the Holy Qur'an from the viewpoint of praise. It indicates its superiority over
other animals. Allah mentions the camel sacrificed to Qurbani as His sign and
called it auspicious. And also drew people's attention to the creation of the camel,
so that they think about it.xi

On the other hand, camels, sheep and horses are mentioned in the hadith as
symbols of honour, blessing and welfare. Which means that these animals have a
higher status than other animals.

4.0 The dignity and superiority of man over all other creations

Almighty Allah first created the jinn race on this earth and then they have been
replaced with humans. Besides, He created numerous other animals, insects,
plants and other things. He enthroned mankind in the seat of excellence, naming
him as the Khilafah, and calling him the greatest in dignity over the many others
creation. This is discussed below-

4.1 Excellence of Mankind on others creations:
Almighty Allah has given superiority and dignity to mankind over his other

numerous creations. In this regard He says: &3 553 ,>=~5‘a ;J‘ & («é-J-‘*j #305 gt WS AHp
Yoli s o 8 Je 2pld <L “We have honoured the sons of Adam; provided

e

them with transport on land and sea; given them for sustenance things good and
pure; and conferred on them special favours above a great part of our creation.”™
Allah's creation is generally of four types-

i. Inorganic substances like soil air water etc.
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ii. Plants such as grasses, crops etc. The before mentioned first class is
engaged in the welfare of the second class i.e. the plants. The plants are superior
to inanimate matter in terms of dignity.

iii. Non-sentient animals such as cows, goats, poultry etc. Animals survive
with the help of the above mentioned second class. Generally, herbivores survive
by eating these plants, although some of these animals survive by eating non-
sentient animals. So they are superior to the second class.

iv. Sentient beings. Human beings, jinn and angels are notable among
sentient beings. Human beings and jinn survive with the help of the three
mentioned categories and even they use as food the mentioned three categories.
Therefore, humans and jinn are superior to above mentioned three categories.
Angels do not need such help, rather they do not need food. So angels are also
superior to the three categories mentioned above.

Man’s superiority over the jinn and all other creations is proved by giving man
superiority over numerous creations by Allah's declaration. It is accepted by all
the Islamic scholars that humans are better than jinn.

But whether Humans are superior to angels is a matter of different opinions.*

4.2 Status of Khilafah
Almighty Allah has given man the status of khilafah in this world. In this regard
He says:

Bz goed 23 LT Blangg s Lokt o e T RIS AR o381 0 et ) SO 05 06 3

525 6 glel 3y J6.2 20
Behold thy Lord said to the angels: "I will create a vicegerent on earth." They said
"Wilt thou place therein one who will make mischief therein and shed blood?
Whilst we do celebrate Thy praises and glorify Thy holy (name)?" He said: "I
know what ye know not."i

According to Ibn Abbas (RadiyAllahu ‘Anhu) Allah has replaced humans as
Khalifah on the earth, he basically replaced them by removing the wandering jinn
who roamed in the earth from before.* In this respect too, humans are superior
to the jinn because they have been replaced by humans.

4.3 Creation of everything for them and Subject to them:

He created all the other creations of the earth for their welfare and benefit and
even subjected to them everything that is in the heavens and the earth. So that

they can benefit from them all. Almighty Allah says: # &s 2337 o 6 S als il 24
e 5o A sk Sy s f3ed el ) LsnT “Itis He who hath created for you all
things that are on earth; moreover His design comprehended the heavens for He
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gave order and perfection to the seven firmaments; and of all things he hath
perfect knowledge. >V

He also says:

METIRCE ST 5558005 §gb Aass e gy SN RS A U ST ome & & iy
‘Do ye not see that Allah has subjected to your (use) all things in the heavens and
on earth and has made His bounties flow to you in exceeding measure (both) seen
and unseen? Yet there are among men those who dispute about Allah without
knowledge and without guidance and without a Book to enlighten them!”*
Subjecting a thing to someone can have two meanings, one is to subject him to his
obedience so that he can freely use it according to his needs and the other is to
subject him to a rule by which the person concerned can get benefit from it.
Among the creations of Allah fire, water, soil, air, animals, etc. are firstly loyal to
humans and the sky, planets, stars, sun, moon, constellations, etc. secondly loyal
to humans and devoted to human welfare.*vi

4.4 Excellence in shape:

In terms of form and shape in the world of creation, Almighty Allah bestows
human superiority over all creations. He has created man in a beautiful shape and

in His words this is the best shape of the creature. He says: s & gzoyff Wls 38
Ses8 ‘We have indeed created man in the best of stature.”"

5.0 Form of Mutual Superiority and Variation among mankind:

Almighty Allah created the human race in pairs, after creating the first human
Adam (Alaihis Salam), He created his pair Hawa (Alaihas Salam). Thus, the
stability of the world humanity continues. Then this pair of man and woman exists
in the entire human race. This includes many other variations and comparative
superiority such as-
5.1 Differences in language and caste:

He has created numerous languages among mankind in the world. People of one
country speak different languages than people of other countries. Even linguistic
differences can be seen between people of different regions of the same country.
He has introduced different species of white, black, and brown among people. All
this is one of the signs of his creative style. He says:

Erodall S8 25 3 By il 1S T kit o3 opent s e
And among His signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth and the
variations in your languages and your colours: verily in that are signs for those
who know il
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5.2 Division of groups and clans:
He has divided the human race into different tribes, clans and groups for the
purpose of getting to know each other in the world. Besides, through the different
kinship relationships between people, different aspects of identity are reflected in
them. Such as some are sons, some are fathers, some are grandfathers, some are
sons-in-law etc. All these aspects are a part of mutual identity. He says:

e s ks il sy 85 on (Kl 6 200 G40
O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female and made
you into nations and tribes that ye may know each other (not that ye may despise
each other). i

He also says: .25 3 55 ik s ol 2 &0 ins 3 1041 25 &0 s 45 “And
Allah has made for you mates (and companions) of your own nature. And made

for you out of them sons and daughters and grandchildren and provided for you
sustenance of the best.”**

5.3 Variations in human shape and nature:

At the beginning of creation, when man was created, his shape was 60 cubits
long. In the course of time, that length decreased until the age of the Prophet . It
is stated in the hadith that the average length of man during his time will remain
in force until the end of the world, i.e. the doomsday. The Prophet # says:

Grols KO e A A B ald kb 6 als 1B g 0k db ol B s A ale
B g5 85 LA AR5 Gl L)) \jju.e .V.Q.c“J WK A Jus ot il sl L’E\;e GLdZ L ol G

RNJEERRERS s I U KA T ER R e
God created Adam in his image, his height being sixty cubits, and when he
created him he said, “Go and greet that group of angels sitting down, and listen as
they greet you.” It is your greeting and the greeting of your descendants. He said,
“Peace be upon you.” They said, “Peace and God’s mercy be upon you.” So they
added, “May God’s mercy be upon you.” Everyone who enters Paradise is in the
image of Adam, and creation has continued to diminish until now. >
Apart from the colour of a person, his nature also depends on the qualities and
characteristics of the soil from which he was created. If someone is made of hard
clay, then luckily he is of hard character and if someone is made of soft clay, he is

of soft and gentle nature in character. The Prophet % says:
Sy AN s 1 o5 LE I AT S sl (o el B el aal e 63T Gle 1 )

WY jw 19 S m/'a\j ¢:)j,fj-\§ Cleld 15 ‘E,L;S C;“\Sj ¢3}f~2§\j
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‘God created Adam from a fist that He took from all the earth, so the sons of
Adam came as much as the earth: from them came the Red, white, black, and
something in between, and the simple, and the sad, and the bad, and the good.”

Among all these diversity of people, Allah Ta’ala has determined different types
of superiority and status from different perspectives. Such as-

i. Superiority is considered by Tagwa:
The identity of all these castes, languages, tribes, groups, etc., is not a measure of
the mutual integrity of people, but mutual superiority is considered by Taqwa or
the fear of Allah. The better a person conducts his life with the fear of Allah in his
heart, the more he will be considered superior and dignified by Allah. Almighty
Allah says: 53 2 &1 5 K& 47 Ls 25627 &) “Indeed, the most honoured of you in
the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and
Acquainted. i
It is also mentioned in the hadith:

YT oty 15 8 WL (g e 30 (10) 0 Uy JB U (Logie 80 () e o o0
o 1S O sl V) gt e 508 Yy ST e Y Y e e i Yy e s )

gt
Jaber bin Abdullah (Radiyallahu ‘Anhu) narrated that the Messenger of Allah, %
said, ‘O people, your Lord is One. There is no superiority of an Arab over a non-
Arab, nor of a non-Arab over an Arab, nor of a red over a black, nor of a black
over a red except through piety. Indeed, the most honorable of you in the sight of
Allah is the most pious of you. ™V

ii. Believers are the best of all people:

Among all people, the believers have been glven superiority over others because

of their faith. Almighty Allah says: .§w etz 2l AT @f ‘Allah will raise up to

(suitable) ranks (and degrees) those of you who believe.™
However, there may be differences in status among believers with an increase and
decrease in their faith, v
For this reason among believers, faith increases by doing good deeds and dignity
decreases by committing sins or lagging behind in good deeds. Such as:

a. Allah has made a distinction between the believers those who make
jihad and those who do not make jihad. Almlghty AIIah says:

Jw\.@_'xﬂ\ Al Jw.ﬁ W‘j r&yb 4,\)\ JMM 3 de.@;-u.J\j )raj\ L;) ]\_c W}J\ J‘ JjJ.x.RJ\ st Y
‘Those believers who sit (at home) - having no physical disability - are not equal

to those who make Jihad (struggle) in the cause of Allah with their wealth and
their persons. Allah has granted a higher rank to those who make Jihad with their
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wealth and their persons than to those who sit (at home). Though Allah has
promised a good reward for all, Allah has prepared a much richer reward for those
who make Jihad for Him than for those who sit (at home).”**Vi

b. He who is the best in character among the believers has been given the
status of the best person in the hadith. The Prophet # said: 1351 sz}\ B o 3
‘The best of you are those who have the best manners and character. Vi
Thus, in terms of the excellence of good deeds, the distinction of excellence and
status among believers has been mentioned from different perspectives. From this
point of view, Allah divided the believers into three stages. He says: < w3 2
AT 03y T G it et g i 1 1505k 5 Wi 4 “Then We have
given the Book for inheritance to such of our servants as we have chosen: Among
them there are some who wrong their own souls, some follow a middle course and
some, by Allah's leave, foremost in good deeds.” >

iii. Generally wise people are the best:
Among the people, the knowledgeable person have been appomted by Allah to

the status of excellence. Almighty Allah says: = ;40 ¥ 5,05 8,40 2 s s b
‘Say: "Are those equal those who know and those who do not know?

Moreover, due to the difference in knowledge, the status varies among the wise.
As Allah says: we e s> 98 33552205 2 Sixs 45 “We raise in ranks whom We
please, He is the one whose knowledge is far greater than the knowledge of all
others.”

And among the wise, those who believe have been specially given superiority
over others. Almighty Allah says: . tis55 r““ \ﬂx UJJJ\ 5 ‘And Traise’ those gifted
with knowledge in rank.”

iv. Superiority of men over women:
Human beings are divided into male and female by creation of Allah. Among

them, Allah has given superiority to men over women. He says: L & 0,438 JL&}T
b g it g [t e s 41 g3

‘Men are in charge of women, as men have been provisioned by Allah over
women and because they spend of their property (for the support of women). i

v. Prophets are chosen as the greatest:
Among the creations of Allah, those whom He has chosen as Prophets or

Messengers are the best. He says: il J& s y@ ‘And We exalted every one of

them over the worlds.” ¥
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However, Allah Ta'ala usually chooses only Prophets from among humans and
angels. He says: % tw & Sgwﬁs‘\‘ ey S &I 5 ket 47 Allah chooses His
messengers from angels and from human beings, for surely Allah is All-Hearing,
All-Seeing.™V
However, there are differences among the Prophets and Messengers in terms of
their relative status and Muhammad # is the greatest among them, even among
the world's humanity. Although comparison of such differences is prohibited in
the hadith. Vi

vi. After the prophet £ the status of his Companions®Vii (_=\as<) is the

highest:

The unanimous belief of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama'ah is that those who have
attained the status of being companions of the Rasul £, after the Rasul %, their
status is at the highest level among the Ummah.¥Vii However, there are differences
of mutual status among them. In the Holy Qur'an such a distinction is made
between the Companions who accepted Islam before the conquest of Mecca and
those who became Companions after it. Allah says:
A1 G5 35 1085 A G A oIl o3 fags gl OB s T 45 L G 22 Ko i Y

2

g

“Those of you who spent and fought in the Cause of Allah before the victory, shall
receive higher ranks of honor than the others who spent and fought thereafter. Yet
Allah has promised you all a good reward.”*™
From this point of view Abu Bakr (RadiAllah ‘Anhu) is the greatest Companion,
then Umar ibn al-Khattab, Uthman ibn Affan and Ali ibn Abu Taleb are
recognized as the greatest Companions.Then the status of the 10 Companions who
received the good news of Paradise (‘Ashara Mubassarah) on earth.! In this way,
the status of the Companions has been determined subsequently who participated
in the Battle of Badr, who participated in the Battle of Uhud, and the Companions
who participated in the Bayatir Ridwan, followed by the status of the other
Companions."

vii. After the generation of prophet £ the age of His Companions is
the best:
In terms of the perspective of eras, the era of the Prophet % the best, followed by
the era of the His Companions, then the era of the Tabi’yin. The Prophet £ said:
il 0 F Ak 0 E 5»\ %4 “The best of my nation are my generation, then

those after them, then those who will follow the latter.”"
viii. The Ummah of the Prophet £ is the greatest of all the Ummah of
the world:
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The status of the Ummah of Muhammad # is higher than the Ummah of all the
Prophets who came to the world from Adam (alaihis salam) to the last prophet
Muhammad %, even they are superior in terms of dignity and rewards to all

Ummah. Allah says: ad.b\.n d}wy} <.\.a.§\ u.o d}.@.«.s) iju.‘\.n Ujj‘b JL.U u:-f‘ A.A\ e v...\f

“You are the best nation which has ever been raised for the guidance of mankind.
You enjoin good, forbid evil, and believe in Allah.’ Y

However, according to the Mufassirin, the declaration of the superiority of the
Bani Israel over all nations in the Holy Qur'an is only an acknowledgment of their
superiority over all the nations of their time.""

4. Mutual diversity and superiority in terms of resources:

Allah has created diversity among people in terms of their worldly means of life
and has recognized superiority in terms of richness of wealth and abundance of

sustenance. Almighty Allah says: &2 ¥ 87 5257 6505 5k 5T 2l Bt oty 35 &) o8
‘Say: ‘Verily my Lord enlarges and restricts the provision to whom He pleases but
most men understand not.’"

He also says: - 337 & [)m pe M (=5 4T ‘Allah has bestowed His gifts of
sustenance more freely on some of you than on others.’V

6.0 Significance of Mutual Superiority and Variation:

There is a great significance in the diversity of superiority and variation of status
in the world of Allah's creation. None of Allah's works is devoid of wisdom, so
there is a great wisdom in this diversity of status in his creation. It is discussed
below-
i. Mutual superiority in creation is a sign of Allah:

The principle of mutual superiority in the world of creation is a great sign of
Almighty Allah. it is an expression of His power. It contains signs of his creative
craftsmanship and the variation of the world of creation. As Allah says: s 285

Selais 539 sl Ak s &y Jﬂs & =% J= “Some of them We make more excellent than

others to eat. Behold verily in these things there are Signs for those who
understand!’ Vi
ii. Some of this excellence is Allah's choice and some is earned:

The proceed of mutual superiority in creation is two types. Some of these are
ordained and selected by Allah such as- To choose someone as a prophet and
giving superiority over others, to give human superiority over all other creations,
to prioritize man over women, to provide superiority to the Ummah of
Muhammad % over other nations etc. These all are His own selection. Besides,
excellence in knowledge, excellence through virtue and piety and good deeds etc.
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are under the control of man. People can establish themselves as the best in the
society by achieving these if they want. i
There are also many principles of Almighty Allah in recognizing such mutual
superiority in the entire creation world which he applied to his creation.'™

iii. Attempt or expect to achieve Allah's selection of excellence are

prohibited:

In cases where the mutual superiority of the world of creation is directly
determined by the selection of Allah, it is forbidden to expect or to try to achieve

it. Almighty Allah has forbidden to do so, He said: le K% . &7 A%5 U 553 ¥
(BT B Lo Ll LiteBT & Coa Jusic e “And do not envy that Allah has
bestowed His gifts on some of you more than the others. Men will be rewarded
according to their deeds and women will be rewarded according to theirs.”™

iv. The diversity of mutual superiority in the creation is the subject of

research:

Allah has instructed mankind to focus on how, from what point of view, He has
given superiority to one over the other in His creation. It means they should think
about it, research it, and try to learn about it. Almighty Allah says: s (a$ skt

sl 58T Sisgs 53T Sy < (i J2 4%k ‘Behold how We have exalted some over

others, and certainly the hereafter is more exalted and greater in excellence.”™

v. Excellence in mankind in terms of wealth and sustenance is very

significant:
The mutual superiority that exists between people in terms of worldly provision,
property, children, sustenance, facilities, etc. has great significance in Islam. Such
as-

a. It is medium of social mutual cooperation:
As people are mutually superior and dignified in terms of earthly means, every
person in the society gets the opportunity to connect with each other. Rich people
take the services of the poor through money. Again, the poor provide services to
the rich in the hope of money. In this way, the social activities continue with

mutual cooperation, otherwise human life would stop. Almighty Allah says: ;{T
s s3] L :,M 335 bty Ui SGAT AT & bk 3 Wl 02 Gl &3 sk
sGAL e “Is it they who distribute the blessings of your Rabb? It is We Who

distribute the means of their livelihood in the life of this world, raising some in
rank above others, so that one may take others into his service.”™"
b. Through it Allah removed the mischief of the world:
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If Allah had not divided the people in the world into different levels of
superiority, then the people would have been become disobedient. Allah says: s
4l G4 J,u oS q’pjéﬁ & 133 sl 330 4T Les ‘Had Allah bestowed abundance
upon His servants, they would have transgressed beyond all bounds in the earth;
that's why He sends down in due measure as He pleases.” ™

c. The difference in wealth between people is a sign of Allah:
The creation of differences between high and low, rich and poor among people is
also one of the signs of Almighty Allah. Allah says: & & G beg &6 & iy 44l
St 530 &8 85 3 &1 . suds ‘See they not that Allah enlarges the provision and
limits it to whomsoever He pleases? Verily in that are signs for those who
believe. ™V

d. Through this the servant gets a chance to get close to Allah:
By Allah's provision of sustenance to the servant, the servant gets the wide
opportunity to spend money on his way and to do other good deeds. Thereby the
servant gets close to Allah. And those who have not been provided with
sustenance or have been given less will concentrate on worshiping Allah by
expecting to seek sustenance from Allah. Almighty Allah says: 043 ;. 05 u,.m 5
Opkast ol 1gKaTs 50T ST AT s 45T 6, ris 5% ¥ &1 “Those whom you worship
besides Allah have no power to give you your sustenance, therefore seek your
sustenance from Allah, and worship Him. And be grateful to Him, for to Him you
shall be returned.’™

e. The variation of superiority in terms of sustenance is test from
Allah:
Almighty Allah tests the people in the world with the variation of abundance
between them. He wants to see, who does righteous deeds and who disobeys Him.
Through this, Allah honours some and humiliates others. Allah says: G 13} <Y1 GG

24

w\ S Jsiss A ole 5a5 alsT Ly [HP g,zjf\ @ Jsis aasss 45T 45 alst As for man,
when his Rabb tests him through giving him honor and gifts, he says: ‘My Rabb
has honored to me.” But when He tests him by restricting his subsistence, he says:
‘My Rabb has humiliated me.”™

7.0 Conclusion:

Researching about the creation of Almighty Allah is very important and one of
the fruitful activities of human life. Only those who have keen vision and who

remember Allah are able to attain the good fortune of this research. And it was
discovered to them that Almlghty Allah has not created anything in vain. He says:

r.xf},a- J&} \J}M) \.a.d 4.\)\ d};.b u.:.,\.“ v.«y}“ é)‘ﬂ wU )\.@.J\) JJ\ ;)LL&-\} f)yb u}.a.wj\ L}l}_ d d\
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ST e B disan sl s cdls U gbﬁ‘\’j ETEA| ab 3 byzs ‘Behold, in the

creation of the heavens and the earth and the alternation of the night and the day there
are signs for men of understanding. Those who remember Allah while standing, sitting,
and lying on their sides, and meditate on the creation of the heavens and the earth. Then
cry out: “Our Rabb! You have not created this in vain. Glory to You! Give us salvation
from the punishment of Fire.”™""

i Although we consider inanimate objects, sky, water, air, soil, etc. as the material world, they are all alive in the eyes of the

,,,,,,,

great creator Allah. They have the ability to laugh, cry and speak. Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur'an: xadi &eedi i g
ke ks O ) wpdsnd Oyl ¥ oS5 oniz szt V) sod o5 03 5es 055 233 “The seven heavens, the earth and all beings therein
declare His glory. There is not a single thing but glorifies Him with His praise, but you do not understand their
glorification. The fact is that He is very Forbearing, Forgiving.” (Surah Al Isra, Verse: 44).

iiSurah Al Bagarah, Verse: 74.

i Surah Al Fatir, Verse: 27.

¥ The prophet % said about Black Stone: &7 s blas i555es ol oo Vol L8 55 €00 20 35891 21 J3 “The Black Stone came down
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RIS PR A PN <L, ‘On the authority of ibn Abbas, on the authority of his father, on the authority of the Prophet, 2 he
said: ‘Uhud is a mountain that loves us and we love it.” (Bukhari, Muhammad bin Ismail, As Sahih (Riyadh: Darus Salam,
1417 H.), Chapter: Zakat, Hadith no- 1481. )The prophet # said about Zamzam well: , . .w o Bk s L a1 Ay e sl s
¢ 24 etz “The best water on the face of the earth is the water of Zamzam, in which there is food and a cure for sickness.”
Tabarani, Abul Qasim Sulaiman Ibn Ahmad, Al Mu'jamul Kabir (Cairo: Maktabatu lbn Taymiyyah, 1983 A.D.), Volume
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Islami, 1988 A.D.), Hadith no- 3322.
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