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Abstract 

The Almighty Allah is the Creator of the heavens and the earth and all the things between 

these two. He has made a wonderful manifestation of His great creativity in it. He has 

beautified the entire world of creation through people, animals, hills, mountains, plants, 

oceans, rivers, planets, stars, etc. and managed it smoothly. He prefers one over the other 

in respect of status, dignity and merit. He made some loyal to someone and made someone 

an influencer of someone. Even this principle of Almighty Allah is effective in material 

things. Sometimes it is His exclusive selection and sometimes it takes place in 

consideration of the excellence achieved by the person or the animal. It is a part of His 

brilliant style of creation and extraordinary principles of control over His management. 

Almighty Allah has mentioned various aspects about this in the Holy Quran and the 

Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم described it in the texts of hadith. This is an immense mystery of the creation of 

Allah Almighty, a wise method of bridging the gap between one and another in every 

aspect of the created world, a way of cooperating with one another, and a way of keeping 

the created world engaged in the competition for excellence. Analyzing the configuration 

and significance of these diverse differences and excellences declared by Almighty Allah is 

the theme of this article. This is a theoretical study prepared by collecting information from 

primary and secondary sources and referenced using the Chicago Method. 
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1.0 Introduction 

Almighty Allah is the sole creator of 

the heavens, earth, planets, stars, 

plants, water, wind, human beings, 

jinns, angels, etc. He creates whatever he wills. He is fully aware of His creation. 

The different structures of His creations, the variety of colors and shapes, the 

movement of the animals, the variety of food consumptions and activities are all 

extraordinary manifestations of His creative craft. He governs the entire creation 

world. In addition to the human and animal worlds, the plants and the material 

worlds are also changed by Him skillfully. There are various disparities in all of 

His creations. One of them is given by Him comparative advantage and 

excellence over the others in terms of power, ability and status. Moreover, some 

of the creations are excelled only in their own race. These divisions and mutual 
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superiorities among His created clans is governed by specific rules and principles, 

which He maintains Himself. He has given superiority to some creations by His 

own will and has chosen them as the best. Again, he mentioned the standards and 

criteria of excellence in some respects in front of people, so that people try to 

achieve it. People should think and research about it. Because He Himself 

inspired to research the mystery of His creation. Such research of the world of 

creation discloses new horizons of knowledge in human life through the discovery 

of various secrecies of the world of creation. The present article is a part of such 

an effort. 

2.0 Review of Books and Articles 

Imam Ibnu Taymiyyah (Rahimahullah), one of the ancient writers on the 

differences and superiority of status in the world of creation, has mentioned in his 

Majmul Fatwa in different contexts about the superiority of relative status of 

Prophets, Messengers, Angels, etc. Imam Ibnul Qayyim (Rahimahullah) has 

discussed the relative qualities and differences of time and periods etc. in his 

famous book Jadul Ma’ad. Imam Qurafi (Rahimahullah) in his book Al-Furuq 

has mentioned some principles of different rules of superiority of status among 

the created world of Almighty Allah. Imam Ibn Hazam (Rahimahullah) also 

mentioned some aspects in his book Alfaslu Fil Milale Wal Ahwai Wan Nihale. 

Imam Ibn Hajar Asqalani has cited something on this matter in his interpretation 

of various hadiths in his book Fathul Bari. In this way, the ancient writers have 

revealed some scattered matters in their texts in this regard. In modern age 

Muhammad bin Abdur Rahman Yusuf Sazifi in his book Mabahisul Mufadalati 

Fil Aqeedah discusses the comparative superiority of the status of Prophet, Rasul 

and Companions among humans; angels, humans and angels especially among 

believers. In his book he also mentions the relative superiority of Allah's 

attributed names and His words, but he does not highlight the superiority that 

arises in the world of creation, especially in the animal world, in the material 

world, and in man's acquisition of the various materials of earthly life. There are 

many dispersed small writings has shown about the comparative excellence of 

such people, angels or prophets, or different periods of time etc. in online 

platform. To my knowledge, no article has yet been written on this topic that has 

reviewed overall comparative excellence and superiority in the creations of Allah. 

3.0 Diversity of Mutual Superiority in the World of Creation 

There is a lot of diversity in the world created by Allah and on the basis of this, 

different mutual superiority and status are also created. It pervades all spheres 

irrespective of the Human beings, material world, flora and fauna. Such variation 

in mutual superiority and status is a statutory rule of Almighty Allah in His 

creations. This is explained below- 
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i. Variations of status in the material world 

By material world we usually mean inanimate objects.i Such as sky, soil, water, 

air, rocks, mountains, etc. There are many variations in all these material worlds. 
And all these differences become reasons for superiority and dignity over each 

other. As Almighty Allah says about the variety of stones:  ُجَارَةِ لَمَا يَ تَ فَجَّرُ مِنحه وَإِنَّ مِنَ ٱلْحِ
يَةِ ٱ بِطُ مِنح خَشح هَا لَمَا يَ هح رجُُ مِنحهُ ٱلحمَآءُۚ  وَإِنَّ مِن ح هَا لَمَا يَشَّقَّقُ فَ يَخح َٰ رُ ۚ وَإِنَّ مِن ح َنْح للََِّّ ۗٱلْح  ‘For there are some rocks 

from which rivers gush out, and there are some which break asunder and water 

comes out of them, and there are some which fall down with the fear of Allah.’ii 
Allah says about the variety of mountains:  َبَِالِ ٱوَمِن نُْاَ وَغَرَاجُدَد ٌۢ بيِض ٌۭ وَحُُحر ٌۭ مُّح  لْح بيِبُ سُود ٌۭ تَلِف  ألَحوَٰ  

‘And in the mountains there are streaks of various shades including white, red, 

jet-black rocks.’iii 
Among these rocks,‘Hajre Aswad’ is the most prestigious. Among the mountains, 

the status of Ohud Hill is recognized in Islam. And the water of Zamzam well is 

the best among the waters.iv Earth, stone, iron, fire, water, air, etc. also have a 

status of successive superiority. It is mentioned in the hadith:  

ض جعلت تميد فخلق الْبال فعاد بها عليها عن أنس بن مالك عن النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم قال لما خلق الله الْر 
فاستقرت فعجبت الملائكة من شدة الْبال قالوا يا رب هل من خلقك شيء أشد من الْبال قال نعم الْديد قالوا يا رب 
فهل من خلقك شيء أشد من الْديد قال نعم النار فقالوا يا رب فهل من خلقك شيء أشد من النار قال نعم الماء قالوا 

فهل من خلقك شيء أشد من الماء قال نعم الريح قالوا يا رب فهل من خلقك شيء أشد من الريح قال نعم ابن يا رب 
 آدم تصدق بصدقة بيمينه يخفيها من شماله

On the authority of Anas bin Malik (RadiyAllahu ‘Anhu), on the authority of the 

Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, He says: “When God created the earth, it began to sway, so He created 

the mountains and returned them to it, so they became stable. The angels were 

amazed at the strength of the mountains. They said, ‘O Lord, is there anything 

among your creations stronger than the mountains?’ He said, ‘Yes, iron.’ They 

said, ‘O Lord, is there anything among your creation stronger than Iron. He said, 

“Yes, fire.” They said, “O Lord, is there anything among your creation stronger 

than fire?” He said, “Yes, water.” They said, “O Lord, is there anything among 

your creation stronger than water?” They said, “Yes, wind.” They said, “O Lord, 

is there anything among your creation stronger than wind?” He said, “Yes.” The 

son of Adam gives alms (sadaqa) with his right hand, which he hides from his 

left.v 

ii. Differences of superiority among times and spaces 

The different periods of the time such as days, weeks, months, years, etc. are also 

the creations of Allah. Among them, Allah Ta'ala has given some superiority over 

others. Among the days of the week, Friday has been preferred by Allah over 



Journal of One Initiative Research and Development                              ISSN: 2958-2776 

Vol.: 03 Issue: 02 July-December 2024 

©OIRD                                                                                                                               59 

other days. Similarly, among all the days of the year, the day of Arafah, the day of 

sacrifice (Qurbani) and the first 10 days of the month of Zilhaj are ranked as the 

greatest. Among the months of the year, Shawwal, Zilqada, Jhilhaj and Rajab 

have been honoured by Almighty Allah. And among 12 months, Ramadan has 

been ranked as the best. Equally, among the nights, the nights of the last ten days 

of Ramadan have been ranked, but the night of Qadr has been ranked as the best. 
Moreover, there are different opinions among the scholars regarding the mutual 

superiority of these days and nights.vi 

In this way, Allah has given superiority to the life of the hereafter over the life of 

this world. He says:  َيَ َوٰةَ ٱلدُن حيَ ب اَخِرَةُ خَيح ٌۭ وَأبَ حقَىٰٓ لح تُ ؤحثرُِونَ ٱلْح ا وَٱلح    ‘But O men! You prefer the 

life of this world; while the Hereafter is better and everlasting.’vii 
On the other hand, Allah Ta'ala has declared the place of mosque as the best 

among all the places in the world. Rasul صلى الله عليه وسلم said:  أَحَبُ البِلَادِ إلى اِلله مَسَاجِدُهَا، وَأبَ حغَضُ البِلَادِ إلى
وَاقُ هَااِلله  أَسح  ‘The parts of land dearest to Allah are its mosques, and the parts most 

hateful to Allah are markets.’viii 
However, among all the mosques in the world, the three greatest mosques are 

Masjid Haram, Masjid al-Nabawi and Masjid Aqsa or Baitul Maqdis. But there is 

a gap among these three mosques in terms of mutual superiority. Masjid Haram is 

the greatest, followed by Masjid al-Nabawi and then Masjid Aqsa i.e. Baitul 

Maqdis.ix  

In addition, the area of Masjid Haram, the Haram area of Madinah, Safa & Marwa 

hills etc. are more prestigious places than other places in Islam.x 

iii.  Aspects of diversity and excellence in the plant world 

Allah's creation also has diversity in plants and crops. Almighty Allah says:  

َرحضِ ثَُُّ يُخحرجُِ بِهِۦ زَرحع ٌۭ  مَآءِ مَآء ٌۭ فَسَلَكَهُۥ يَ نَ بِٰيعَ فِِ ٱلْح َ أنَزَلَ مِنَ ٱلسَّ نهُُۥألَحَ تَ رَ أَنَّ ٱللََّّ  ا مُّحتَلِف ا ألَحوَٰ
‘Do you not see how Allah sends down rain from the sky which penetrates the 

earth and come out through springs? With it He brings forth a variety of crops 

with various colours?’xi 

However, among these different types of plants and crops Allah has given 

superiority one over others. He says:  َِِرحضِ ٱوَف وَان ٌۭ وَجَنَّٰ ت ٌۭ مِ نح أَعحنَ  قِطَع ٌۭ مُتَجَٰ وِرَٰت ٌۭ  لْح  وَزَرحع ٌۭ وَنََِيل ٌۭ صِن ح
ٰ ب ٌۢ

لُ بَ عحضَهَا عَلَىٰ بَ عحض ٌۢ فِِ   وَنُ فَضِ 
قَىٰ بِاَءٓ ٌۢ وَٰحِد ٌۢ  يُسح

وَان ٌۢ ُ صِن ح ُكُلِ ٱوَغَيح  And in the earth are tracts (diverse‘  ۚلْح

though) neighbouring and gardens of grapes and fields sown with corn and palm 

trees growing out of single roots or otherwise: watered with the same water yet 

some of them We make more excellent than others to eat.’xii 
Besides, In Islam the palm tree is recognized as having a higher status than other 

trees. In the Holy Qur'an Almighty Allah have been compared good words to 
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good trees. According to Mufassirin the comparable good tree is the palm tree.xiii 

And in hadith compares a palm tree to a Muslim as blessed person.xiv 

iv. Diversity and excellence in animal world 

Almighty Allah has created different types of animals in this world. Among them, 

there are many variations in terms of shape, movement, food consumption, 

reproduction etc. Almighty Allah says: 

هُم مَّن يَح  للََُّّ ٱوَ  ۖ  فَمِن ح  مِ ن مَّاءٓ ٌۢ
هُم مَّن يَحشِى عَلَىٰٓ أَرحبَع ٌۢ ۚ يَخحلُقُ  ۦشِى عَلَىٰ بَطحنِهِ خَلَقَ كُلَّ دَابَّٓة ٌۢ ِ وَمِن ح لَيْح هُم مَّن يَحشِى عَلَىٰ رجِح وَمِن ح

 مَا يَشَآءُ ۚ  للََُّّ ٱ
‘And Allah has created every animal from water: of them there are some that 

creep upon their bellies, some that walk on two legs, and yet some that walk on 

four; Allah creates what He pleases.’xv 

Allah also says:  َوَآب ِ ٱوَ  لنَّاسِ ٱوَمِن نَ حعَٰ مِ ٱوَ  لدَّ نهُُ  لْح ۥمُّحتَلِف  ألَحوَٰ  ‘Likewise men, crawling creatures 

and cattle have their various colours.’xvi 
Among these animals, Almighty Allah has mentioned the camel in various places 

in the Holy Qur'an from the viewpoint of praise. It indicates its superiority over 

other animals. Allah mentions the camel sacrificed to Qurbani as His sign and 

called it auspicious. And also drew people's attention to the creation of the camel, 

so that they think about it.xvii  

On the other hand, camels, sheep and horses are mentioned in the hadith as 

symbols of honour, blessing and welfare. Which means that these animals have a 

higher status than other animals.xviii 

4.0 The dignity and superiority of man over all other creations 

Almighty Allah first created the jinn race on this earth and then they have been 

replaced with humans. Besides, He created numerous other animals, insects, 

plants and other things. He enthroned mankind in the seat of excellence, naming 

him as the Khilafah, and calling him the greatest in dignity over the many others 
creation. This is discussed below- 

4.1 Excellence of Mankind on others creations: 

Almighty Allah has given superiority and dignity to mankind over his other 

numerous creations. In this regard He says:   َرِ وَرَزَق حنَٰ هُم مِ ن نَا بَنِِٓ ءَادَمَ وَحََُلحنَٰ هُمح فِِ ٱلحبَِ  وَٱلحبَحح وَلَقَدح كَرَّمح
نَا  ضِيلا ٌۭ ٱلطَّيِ بَٰ تِ وَفَضَّلحنَٰ هُمح عَلَىٰ كَثِي ٌۢ مِّ َّنح خَلَقح تَ فح  ‘We have honoured the sons of Adam; provided 

them with transport on land and sea; given them for sustenance things good and 

pure; and conferred on them special favours above a great part of our creation.’xix  
Allah's creation is generally of four types- 

i. Inorganic substances like soil air water etc. 
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ii. Plants such as grasses, crops etc. The before mentioned first class is 

engaged in the welfare of the second class i.e. the plants. The plants are superior 

to inanimate matter in terms of dignity. 

iii. Non-sentient animals such as cows, goats, poultry etc. Animals survive 

with the help of the above mentioned second class. Generally, herbivores survive 

by eating these plants, although some of these animals survive by eating non-

sentient animals. So they are superior to the second class. 

iv. Sentient beings. Human beings, jinn and angels are notable among 

sentient beings. Human beings and jinn survive with the help of the three 

mentioned categories and even they use as food the mentioned three categories. 

Therefore, humans and jinn are superior to above mentioned three categories. 
Angels do not need such help, rather they do not need food. So angels are also 

superior to the three categories mentioned above. 

Man’s superiority over the jinn and all other creations is proved by giving man 

superiority over numerous creations by Allah's declaration. It is accepted by all 

the Islamic scholars that humans are better than jinn.xx  

But whether Humans are superior to angels is a matter of different opinions.xxi  

4.2 Status of Khilafah 

Almighty Allah has given man the status of khilafah in this world. In this regard 

He says: 

َرحضِ ٱوَإِذح قاَلَ رَبُكَ للِحمَلَ ئِٰٓكَةِ إِنِّ  جَاعِل ٌۭ فِِ  فِكُ  لْح سِدُ فِيهَا وَيَسح مَآءَ ٱخَلِيفَة ٌۭ ۖ قاَلُوٓا۟ أَتََحعَلُ فِيهَا مَن يُ فح دِكَ  لدِ  وَنََحنُ نُسَبِ حُ بَِِمح
سُ لَكَۖ  قاَلَ إِنِّ ٓ أَعحلَمُ مَا لََ تَ عحلَمُونَ   وَنُ قَدِ 

Behold thy Lord said to the angels: "I will create a vicegerent on earth." They said 

"Wilt thou place therein one who will make mischief therein and shed blood? 

Whilst we do celebrate Thy praises and glorify Thy holy (name)?" He said: "I 

know what ye know not."xxii 

According to Ibn Abbas (RadiyAllahu ‘Anhu) Allah has replaced humans as 

Khalifah on the earth, he basically replaced them by removing the wandering jinn 

who roamed in the earth from before.xxiii In this respect too, humans are superior 

to the jinn because they have been replaced by humans. 

4.3 Creation of everything for them and Subject to them: 

He created all the other creations of the earth for their welfare and benefit and 

even subjected to them everything that is in the heavens and the earth. So that 

they can benefit from them all. Almighty Allah says:  َُُّا ث يع ٌۭ َرحضِ جََِ هُوَ ٱلَّذِى خَلَقَ لَكُم مَّا فِِ ٱلْح
ء  عَلِيم ٌۭ   ۚ وَهُوَ بِكُلِ  شَىح

ت ٌۢ هُنَّ سَبحعَ سَََٰ وَٰ مَآءِ فَسَوَّى ٰ تَ وَىٰٓ إِلَى ٱلسَّ  It is He who hath created for you all‘ ٱسح

things that are on earth; moreover His design comprehended the heavens for He 
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gave order and perfection to the seven firmaments; and of all things he hath 

perfect knowledge.’xxiv 
He also says: 

رَ لَكُم مَّا فِِ  للَََّّ ٱتَ رَوحا۟ أَنَّ  ألَحَ  تِ ٱسَخَّ مَٰ وَٰ َرحضِ ٱوَمَا فِِ  لسَّ بَغَ عَلَيحكُمح نعَِمَهُ  لْح  للََِّّ ٱمَن يَُُٰ دِلُ فِِ  لنَّاسِ ٱوَبََطِنَة ٌۭ ۗ وَمِنَ  رَة ٌۭ ظَٰ هِ  ۥوَأَسح
ى وَلََ كِتَٰ ب ٌۢ مُنِي ٌۢ   بغَِيحِ عِلحم ٌۢ وَلََ هُد ٌۭ

‘Do ye not see that Allah has subjected to your (use) all things in the heavens and 

on earth and has made His bounties flow to you in exceeding measure (both) seen 

and unseen? Yet there are among men those who dispute about Allah without 

knowledge and without guidance and without a Book to enlighten them!’xxv 

Subjecting a thing to someone can have two meanings, one is to subject him to his 

obedience so that he can freely use it according to his needs and the other is to 

subject him to a rule by which the person concerned can get benefit from it. 

Among the creations of Allah fire, water, soil, air, animals, etc. are firstly loyal to 

humans and the sky, planets, stars, sun, moon, constellations, etc. secondly loyal 

to humans and devoted to human welfare.xxvi 

4.4 Excellence in shape:  

In terms of form and shape in the world of creation, Almighty Allah bestows 

human superiority over all creations. He has created man in a beautiful shape and 

in His words this is the best shape of the creature. He says: نَا  نسَٰ نَ ٱلَقَدح خَلَقح سَنِ  لْحِ فِِٓ أَحح
 ٌۢۢ وِي    We have indeed created man in the best of stature.’xxvii‘ تَ قح

5.0 Form of Mutual Superiority and Variation among mankind: 

Almighty Allah created the human race in pairs, after creating the first human 

Adam (Alaihis Salam), He created his pair Hawa (Alaihas Salam). Thus, the 

stability of the world humanity continues. Then this pair of man and woman exists 

in the entire human race. This includes many other variations and comparative 

superiority such as- 

5.1 Differences in language and caste: 

He has created numerous languages among mankind in the world. People of one 

country speak different languages than people of other countries. Even linguistic 

differences can be seen between people of different regions of the same country. 

He has introduced different species of white, black, and brown among people. All 

this is one of the signs of his creative style. He says: 

ۚ  إِنَّ  نِكُمح تِلَٰ فُ ألَحسِنَتِكُمح وَألَحوَٰ َرحضِ وَٱخح تِ وَٱلْح مَٰ وَٰ اَيَٰ ت ٌۢ ل لِحعَ لِٰمِيَْ وَمِنح ءَايَ تِٰهِۦ خَلحقُ ٱلسَّ لِكَ لَ     فِِ ذَٰ
And among His signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth and the 

variations in your languages and your colours: verily in that are signs for those 

who know.xxviii 
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5.2 Division of groups and clans: 

He has divided the human race into different tribes, clans and groups for the 

purpose of getting to know each other in the world. Besides, through the different 

kinship relationships between people, different aspects of identity are reflected in 

them. Such as some are sons, some are fathers, some are grandfathers, some are 

sons-in-law etc. All these aspects are a part of mutual identity. He says: 

نَٰ كُم مِ ن ذكََر ٌۢ وَأنُثَىٰ وَجَعَلحنَٰ كُمح شُعُوبَ ٌۭ وَقَ بَائِٓلَ لتَِ عَارَفُ وٓا۟ ۚ  لنَّاسُ ٱيَ أٰٓيَُ هَا   إِنََّّ خَلَقح
O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female and made 

you into nations and tribes that ye may know each other (not that ye may despise 

each other).xxix 

He also says:  َجِكُم بنَِيَْ وَحَفَدَة ٌۭ وَرَزَقَكُم مِ نَ  للََُّّ ٱو ا وَجَعَلَ لَكُم مِ نح أزَحوَٰ  And‘  ۚلطَّيِ بَٰ تِ ٱجَعَلَ لَكُم مِ نح أنَفُسِكُمح أزَحوَٰج ٌۭ

Allah has made for you mates (and companions) of your own nature. And made 

for you out of them sons and daughters and grandchildren and provided for you 

sustenance of the best.’xxx 
5.3 Variations in human shape and nature: 

At the beginning of creation, when man was created, his shape was 60 cubits 

long. In the course of time, that length decreased until the age of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم. It 

is stated in the hadith that the average length of man during his time will remain 

in force until the end of the world, i.e. the doomsday. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم says: 

، خَلَقَ اللََُّّ آدَمَ عَلَى صُورَتهِِ، طُولهُُ سِتُونَ ذِراَع ا، فَ لَمَّا خَلَقَهُ قَالَ اذح  هَبح فَسَلِ مح عَلَى أوُلئَِكَ الن َّفَرِ مِنَ الحمَلائَِكَةِ جُلُوس 
تَمِعح مَا يَُ  اَ تََِي َّتُكَ وَتََِيَّةُ ذُر يَِّتِكَ فاَسح ةُ اللََِّّ، فَ زاَدُوهُ وَرَحُحَ  .فَ قَالُوا السَّلَامُ عَلَيحكَ وَرَحُحَةُ اللََِّّ  .فَ قَالَ السَّلَامُ عَلَيحكُمح  .يُونَكَ، فإَِنَّْ

لَح  نََّةَ عَلَى صُورَةِ آدَمَ، فَ لَمح يَ زَلِ الْح خُلُ الْح قُصُ بَ عحدُ حَتََّّ الآنَ فَكُلُ مَنح يَدح  قُ يَ ن ح
God created Adam in his image, his height being sixty cubits, and when he 

created him he said, “Go and greet that group of angels sitting down, and listen as 

they greet you.” It is your greeting and the greeting of your descendants. He said, 

“Peace be upon you.” They said, “Peace and God’s mercy be upon you.” So they 

added, “May God’s mercy be upon you.” Everyone who enters Paradise is in the 

image of Adam, and creation has continued to diminish until now.xxxi 

Apart from the colour of a person, his nature also depends on the qualities and 

characteristics of the soil from which he was created. If someone is made of hard 

clay, then luckily he is of hard character and if someone is made of soft clay, he is 

of soft and gentle nature in character. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم says:  

َرحضِ: جَاءَ  رِ الْح َرحضِ، فَجَاءَ بَ نُو آدَمَ عَلَى قَدح يعِ الْح هُمُ إِنَّ اللَََّّ خَلَقَ آدَمَ مِنح قَ بحضَة  قَ بَضَهَا مِنح جََِ بَ حيَضُ، مِن ح َحُحَرُ، وَالْح الْح
بَِيثُ، وَالطَّيِ بُ  زَحنُ، وَالْح لُ، وَالْح َ ذَلِكَ، وَالسَّهح وَدُ، وَبَيْح َسح  وَالْح
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‘God created Adam from a fist that He took from all the earth, so the sons of 

Adam came as much as the earth: from them came the Red, white, black, and 

something in between, and the simple, and the sad, and the bad, and the good.’xxxii 

Among all these diversity of people, Allah Ta’ala has determined different types 

of superiority and status from different perspectives. Such as- 

i. Superiority is considered by Taqwa: 

The identity of all these castes, languages, tribes, groups, etc., is not a measure of 

the mutual integrity of people, but mutual superiority is considered by Taqwa or 

the fear of Allah. The better a person conducts his life with the fear of Allah in his 

heart, the more he will be considered superior and dignified by Allah. Almighty 

Allah says:  َرَمَكُمح عِند عَلِيم  خَبِي   للَََّّ ٱأتَ حقَىٰكُمح ۚ إِنَّ  للََِّّ ٱإِنَّ أَكح  ‘Indeed, the most honoured of you in 

the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and 

Acquainted.’xxxiii 
It is also mentioned in the hadith:  

يا أيهُا الناسُ إنَّ ربَّكمح واحِد  ألَ لَ (  صلَّى اُلله عليه وسلَّمَ قال رسول الله ) ،( قالرضِيَ اُلله عنهما) جابر بن عبداللهعن  
ودَ ولَ لْسودَ على أحُرَ إلََّ فضلَ لعِربِ   على عجَمِي   و  بَلتَّقوَى إنَّ أكرَمكمح عند  لَ لعِجَمِي   على عرب   ولَ لْحُرَ على أسح

 اِلله أتحقاكُمح 
Jaber bin Abdullah (Radiyallahu ‘Anhu) narrated that the Messenger of Allah, صلى الله عليه وسلم 

said, ‘O people, your Lord is One. There is no superiority of an Arab over a non-

Arab, nor of a non-Arab over an Arab, nor of a red over a black, nor of a black 

over a red except through piety. Indeed, the most honorable of you in the sight of 

Allah is the most pious of you.’xxxiv 

ii. Believers are the best of all people: 

Among all people, the believers have been given superiority over others because 

of their faith. Almighty Allah says:  ِءَامَنُوا۟ مِنكُمح  لَّذِينَ ٱ للََُّّ ٱيَ رحفَع  ‘Allah will raise up to 

(suitable) ranks (and degrees) those of you who believe.’xxxv 
However, there may be differences in status among believers with an increase and 

decrease in their faith.xxxvi 

For this reason among believers, faith increases by doing good deeds and dignity 

decreases by committing sins or lagging behind in good deeds. Such as: 

a. Allah has made a distinction between the believers those who make 

jihad and those who do not make jihad. Almighty Allah says: 

تَوِى  ُ أوُ۟لِى  لحمُؤحمِنِيَْ ٱمِنَ  لحقَٰ عِدُونَ ٱلََّ يَسح لِِمِح وَأنَفُسِهِمح ۚ فَضَّلَ  للََِّّ ٱفِِ سَبِيلِ  لحمُجَٰ هِدُونَ ٱوَ  لضَّرَرِ ٱغَيح وَٰ  لحمُجَٰ هِدِينَ ٱ للََُّّ ٱبِِمَح
لِِمِح وَأنَفُسِهِمح عَلَى  وَٰ ۚ  وكَُلاٌۭۭ وَعَ  لحقَٰ عِدِينَ ٱبِِمَح نَِٰ ٱ للََُّّ ٱ دَ دَرَجَة ٌۭ سح ا لحقَٰ عِدِينَ ٱعَلَى  لحمُجَٰ هِدِينَ ٱ للََُّّ ٱ وَفَضَّلَ  ۚلْحُ ر ا عَظِيم ٌۭ  أَجح

‘Those believers who sit (at home) - having no physical disability - are not equal 

to those who make Jihad (struggle) in the cause of Allah with their wealth and 

their persons. Allah has granted a higher rank to those who make Jihad with their 
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wealth and their persons than to those who sit (at home). Though Allah has 

promised a good reward for all, Allah has prepared a much richer reward for those 

who make Jihad for Him than for those who sit (at home).’xxxvii 

 b. He who is the best in character among the believers has been given the 

status of the best person in the hadith. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم  said:   لَاق سَنَكُمح أخح اإنَّ مِن خِيَاركُِمح أحح  

‘The best of you are those who have the best manners and character.’xxxviii 
Thus, in terms of the excellence of good deeds, the distinction of excellence and 

status among believers has been mentioned from different perspectives. From this 

point of view, Allah divided the believers into three stages. He says:  لحكِتَٰ بَ ٱثَُُّ أوَحرَث حنَا 
نَاٱ لَّذِينَ ٱ سِهِ  صحطفََي ح هُمح ظاَلَ ٌۭ ل نَِ فح هُمح سَابِق ٌۢ بِ  ۦمِنح عِبَادِنََّۖ  فَمِن ح تَصِد ٌۭ وَمِن ح هُم مُقح يحَٰ ٱوَمِن ح  Then We have‘  ۚللََِّّ ٱبِِِذحنِ  تِ لْحَ

given the Book for inheritance to such of our servants as we have chosen: Among 

them there are some who wrong their own souls, some follow a middle course and 

some, by Allah's leave, foremost in good deeds.’xxxix 

iii. Generally wise people are the best: 

Among the people, the knowledgeable person have been appointed by Allah to 

the status of excellence. Almighty Allah says:  تَوِى لََ يَ عحلَمُونَ ۗ  لَّذِينَ ٱيَ عحلَمُونَ وَ  لَّذِينَ ٱقُلح هَلح يَسح  

‘Say: "Are those equal those who know and those who do not know?’xl 
Moreover, due to the difference in knowledge, the status varies among the wise. 

As Allah says:  ٌۭ مَّن نَّشَآءُ ۗ وَفَ وحقَ كُلِ  ذِى عِلحم  عَلِيم 
 We raise in ranks whom We‘ نَ رحفَعُ دَرَجَٰ ت ٌۢ

please, He is the one whose knowledge is far greater than the knowledge of all 

others.’xli 
And among the wise, those who believe have been specially given superiority 

over others. Almighty Allah says:  َدَرَجَٰ ت ٌۢ ۚ لحعِلحمَ ٱأوُتُوا۟  لَّذِينَ ٱو  ‘And ˹raise˺ those gifted 

with knowledge in rank.’xlii 
iv. Superiority of men over women: 

Human beings are divided into male and female by creation of Allah. Among 

them, Allah has given superiority to men over women. He says: لنِ سَاءِٓ ٱقَ وَّٰمُونَ عَلَى  لر جَِالُ ٱ 
لِِمِح ۚ هُمح بَ عحضَ  للََُّّ ٱبِاَ فَضَّلَ  وَٰ  وَبِآَ أنَفَقُوا۟ مِنح أمَح

عَلَىٰ بَ عحض ٌۢ  
‘Men are in charge of women, as men have been provisioned by Allah over 

women and because they spend of their property (for the support of women).’xliii 

v. Prophets are chosen as the greatest: 

Among the creations of Allah, those whom He has chosen as Prophets or 

Messengers are the best. He says:  لحعَ لَٰمِيَْ ٱوكَُلاٌۭۭ فَضَّلحنَا عَلَى  ‘And We exalted every one of 

them over the worlds.’xliv 
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However, Allah Ta'ala usually chooses only Prophets from among humans and 

angels. He says: طَفِى مِنَ  للََُّّ ٱ  بَصِي ٌۭ  للَََّّ ٱ إِنَّ  ۚلنَّاسِ ٱرُسُلا ٌۭ وَمِنَ  لحمَلَ ئِٰٓكَةِ ٱيَصح
ٌۢ
سََِيع   ‘Allah chooses His 

messengers from angels and from human beings, for surely Allah is All-Hearing, 

All-Seeing.’xlv 
However, there are differences among the Prophets and Messengers in terms of 

their relative status and Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم is the greatest among them, even among 

the world's humanity. Although comparison of such differences is prohibited in 

the hadith.xlvi  

vi. After the prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم the status of his Companionsxlvii (صحابي) is the 

highest: 

The unanimous belief of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama'ah is that those who have 

attained the status of being companions of the Rasul صلى الله عليه وسلم, after the Rasul صلى الله عليه وسلم, their 

status is at the highest level among the Ummah.xlviii However, there are differences 

of mutual status among them. In the Holy Qur'an such a distinction is made 

between the Companions who accepted Islam before the conquest of Mecca and 

those who became Companions after it. Allah says: 

تَوِى مِنكُم مَّنح   للََُّّ ٱأنَفَقُوا۟ مِنٌۢ بَ عحدُ وَقَ تَٰ لُوا۟ ۚ وكَُلاٌۭۭ وَعَدَ  لَّذِينَ ٱوَقَ تَٰلَ ۚ أوُ۟لَ ئِٰٓكَ أَعحظَمُ دَرَجَة ٌۭ مِ نَ  لحفَتححِ ٱأنَفَقَ مِن قَ بحلِ لََ يَسح
نَِٰ ٱ سح   ۚ لْحُ

‘Those of you who spent and fought in the Cause of Allah before the victory, shall 

receive higher ranks of honor than the others who spent and fought thereafter. Yet 

Allah has promised you all a good reward.’xlix 

From this point of view Abu Bakr (RadiAllah ‘Anhu) is the greatest Companion, 

then Umar ibn al-Khattab, Uthman ibn Affan and Ali ibn Abu Taleb are 

recognized as the greatest Companions.Then the status of the 10 Companions who 

received the good news of Paradise (‘Ashara Mubassarah) on earth.l In this way, 

the status of the Companions has been determined subsequently who participated 

in the Battle of Badr, who participated in the Battle of Uhud, and the Companions 

who participated in the Bayatir Ridwan, followed by the status of the other 

Companions.li 

vii. After the generation of prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم the age of His Companions is 

the best: 

In terms of the perspective of eras, the era of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم the best, followed by 

the era of the His Companions, then the era of the Tabi’yin.  The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said:  

ُ أمَُّتِِ قَ رحنِ ثَُُّ الَّذِينَ يَ لُونَْمُح ثَُُّ الَّذِينَ يَ لُونَْمُح   The best of my nation are my generation, then‘ خَيح

those after them, then those who will follow the latter.’lii 

viii. The Ummah of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم is the greatest of all the Ummah of 

the world: 
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The status of the Ummah of Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم is higher than the Ummah of all the 

Prophets who came to the world from Adam (alaihis salam) to the last prophet 

Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, even they are superior in terms of dignity and rewards to all 

Ummah. Allah says:  َهَوحنَ عَنِ ٱلحمُنكَرِ و رجَِتح للِنَّاسِ تََحمُرُونَ بٱِلحمَعحرُوفِ وَتَ ن ح مِنُونَ بٱِللََِّّ ۗكُنتُمح خَيحَ أمَُّة  أُخح تُ ؤح  

‘You are the best nation which has ever been raised for the guidance of mankind. 

You enjoin good, forbid evil, and believe in Allah.’liii 

However, according to the Mufassirin, the declaration of the superiority of the 

Bani Israel over all nations in the Holy Qur'an is only an acknowledgment of their 

superiority over all the nations of their time.liv 

4. Mutual diversity and superiority in terms of resources: 

Allah has created diversity among people in terms of their worldly means of life 

and has recognized superiority in terms of richness of wealth and abundance of 

sustenance. Almighty Allah says:  ُثَ رَ  لرِ زحقَ ٱقُلح إِنَّ رَبِّ  يَ بحسُط دِرُ وَلَٰ كِنَّ أَكح لََ يَ عحلَمُونَ  لنَّاسِ ٱلِمَن يَشَاءُٓ وَيَ قح  
‘Say: ‘Verily my Lord enlarges and restricts the provision to whom He pleases but 

most men understand not.’lv 

He also says:  َۚلر زِحقِ ٱض ٌۢ فِِ كُمح عَلَىٰ بَ عح فَضَّلَ بَ عحضَ  للََُّّ ٱو  ‘Allah has bestowed His gifts of 

sustenance more freely on some of you than on others.’lvi 
6.0 Significance of Mutual Superiority and Variation:  

There is a great significance in the diversity of superiority and variation of status 

in the world of Allah's creation. None of Allah's works is devoid of wisdom, so 

there is a great wisdom in this diversity of status in his creation. It is discussed 

below- 

i. Mutual superiority in creation is a sign of Allah: 

The principle of mutual superiority in the world of creation is a great sign of 

Almighty Allah. it is an expression of His power. It contains signs of his creative 

craftsmanship and the variation of the world of creation. As Allah says:  َبَ عحضَهَا  نُ فَضِ لُ و
 ل قَِوحم ٌۢ يَ عحقِلُونَ 

اَيَٰ ت ٌۢ لِكَ لَ   ُكُلِ ۚ إِنَّ فِِ ذَٰ  Some of them We make more excellent than‘ عَلَىٰ بَ عحض ٌۢ فِِ ٱلْح

others to eat. Behold verily in these things there are Signs for those who 

understand!’lvii 

ii. Some of this excellence is Allah's choice and some is earned: 

The proceed of mutual superiority in creation is two types. Some of these are 

ordained and selected by Allah such as- To choose someone as a prophet and 

giving superiority over others, to give human superiority over all other creations, 

to prioritize man over women, to provide superiority to the Ummah of 

Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم over other nations etc. These all are His own selection. Besides, 

excellence in knowledge, excellence through virtue and piety and good deeds etc. 
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are under the control of man. People can establish themselves as the best in the 

society by achieving these if they want.lviii 

There are also many principles of Almighty Allah in recognizing such mutual 

superiority in the entire creation world which he applied to his creation.lix 

iii. Attempt or expect to achieve Allah's selection of excellence are 

prohibited: 

In cases where the mutual superiority of the world of creation is directly 

determined by the selection of Allah, it is forbidden to expect or to try to achieve 

it. Almighty Allah has forbidden to do so, He said:  عَلَىٰ وَلََ تَ تَمَن َّوحا۟ مَا فَضَّلَ ٱللََُّّ بِهِۦ بَ عحضَكُمح 
ۚ َ تَسَبْح تَسَبُوا۟ۖ  وَللِنِ سَآءِ نَصِيب ٌۭ مِّ َّا ٱكح ۚ  ل لِر جَِالِ نَصِيب ٌۭ مِّ َّا ٱكح

 And do not envy that Allah has‘ بَ عحض ٌۢ

bestowed His gifts on some of you more than the others. Men will be rewarded 

according to their deeds and women will be rewarded according to theirs.’lx 

iv. The diversity of mutual superiority in the creation is the subject of 

research: 

Allah has instructed mankind to focus on how, from what point of view, He has 

given superiority to one over the other in His creation. It means they should think 

about it, research it, and try to learn about it. Almighty Allah says:  ٱنظرُح كَيحفَ فَضَّلحنَا
بَُ تَ فح   وَأَكح

بَُ دَرَجَٰ ت ٌۢ اَخِرَةُ أَكح  ۚ وَللَح  
ضِيلا ٌۭ بَ عحضَهُمح عَلَىٰ بَ عحض ٌۢ  ‘Behold how We have exalted some over 

others, and certainly the hereafter is more exalted and greater in excellence.’lxi 

v. Excellence in mankind in terms of wealth and sustenance is very 

significant: 

The mutual superiority that exists between people in terms of worldly provision, 

property, children, sustenance, facilities, etc. has great significance in Islam. Such 

as- 

a. It is medium of social mutual cooperation: 

As people are mutually superior and dignified in terms of earthly means, every 

person in the society gets the opportunity to connect with each other. Rich people 

take the services of the poor through money. Again, the poor provide services to 

the rich in the hope of money. In this way, the social activities continue with 

mutual cooperation, otherwise human life would stop. Almighty Allah says:  أَهُمح
يَ َوٰةِ ٱلدُن حيَاۚ  وَرَفَ عحنَا بَ عحضَهُمح  نَ هُم مَّعِيشَتَ هُمح فِِ ٱلْح نَا بَ ي ح سِمُونَ رَحُحَتَ رَبِ كَۚ  نََحنُ قَسَمح  ل يَِ تَّخِذَ بَ عحضُهُم يَ قح

فَ وحقَ بَ عحض ٌۢ دَرَجَٰ ت ٌۢ
رياٌۭۭ ۗ ا سُخح  Is it they who distribute the blessings of your Rabb? It is We Who‘ بَ عحض ٌۭ

distribute the means of their livelihood in the life of this world, raising some in 

rank above others, so that one may take others into his service.’lxii 

b. Through it Allah removed the mischief of the world: 
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If Allah had not divided the people in the world into different levels of 

superiority, then the people would have been become disobedient. Allah says:  وَلَوح
َرحضِ وَلَٰ كِن يُ نَ ز ِ  لُ بقَِدَر ٌۢ مَّا يَشَآءُ ۚ بَسَطَ ٱللََُّّ ٱلر زِحقَ لعِِبَادِهِۦ لبََ غَوحا۟ فِِ ٱلْح  ‘Had Allah bestowed abundance 

upon His servants, they would have transgressed beyond all bounds in the earth; 

that's why He sends down in due measure as He pleases.’lxiii 

c. The difference in wealth between people is a sign of Allah: 

The creation of differences between high and low, rich and poor among people is 

also one of the signs of Almighty Allah. Allah says: وَلَحَ يَ رَوحا۟ أَنَّ ٱللَََّّ يَ بحسُطُ ٱلرِ زحقَ لِمَن يَشَاءُٓ أ
 ل قَِوحم ٌۢ 

اَيَٰ ت ٌۢ لِكَ لَ   دِرُۚ  إِنَّ فِِ ذَٰ مِنُونَ  وَيَ قح يُ ؤح  ‘See they not that Allah enlarges the provision and 

limits it to whomsoever He pleases? Verily in that are signs for those who 

believe.’lxiv 

d. Through this the servant gets a chance to get close to Allah: 

By Allah's provision of sustenance to the servant, the servant gets the wide 
opportunity to spend money on his way and to do other good deeds. Thereby the 

servant gets close to Allah. And those who have not been provided with 

sustenance or have been given less will concentrate on worshiping Allah by 

expecting to seek sustenance from Allah. Almighty Allah says:  ِإِنَّ ٱلَّذِينَ تَ عحبُدُونَ مِن دُون
كُرُوا۟ لَهُۥٓ ۖ إلِيَحهِ تُ رح  ا فٱَب حتَ غُوا۟ عِندَ ٱللََِّّ ٱلر زِحقَ وَٱعحبُدُوهُ وَٱشح جَعُونَ ٱللََِّّ لََ يَحلِكُونَ لَكُمح رزِحق ٌۭ  ‘Those whom you worship 

besides Allah have no power to give you your sustenance, therefore seek your 

sustenance from Allah, and worship Him. And be grateful to Him, for to Him you 

shall be returned.’lxv 

e. The variation of superiority in terms of sustenance is test from 

Allah: 

Almighty Allah tests the people in the world with the variation of abundance 

between them. He wants to see, who does righteous deeds and who disobeys Him. 

Through this, Allah honours some and humiliates others. Allah says: نسَٰ نُ إِذَا مَا  فأََمَّا ٱلْحِ
رَمَنِ وَأمََّآ إِذَا مَا ٱب حتَ لَىٰهُ فَ قَدَرَ عَلَيحهِ  رَمَهُۥ وَنَ عَّمَهُۥ فَ يَ قُولُ رَبِّ ٓ أَكح  ,As for man‘  رزِحقَهُۥ فَ يَ قُولُ رَبِّ ٓ أَهَ نَٰنِ ٱب حتَ لَىٰهُ رَبهُُۥ فأََكح

when his Rabb tests him through giving him honor and gifts, he says: ‘My Rabb 

has honored to me.’ But when He tests him by restricting his subsistence, he says: 

‘My Rabb has humiliated me.’lxvi 

7.0 Conclusion:  
Researching about the creation of Almighty Allah is very important and one of 

the fruitful activities of human life. Only those who have keen vision and who 

remember Allah are able to attain the good fortune of this research. And it was 

discovered to them that Almighty Allah has not created anything in vain. He says: 

تِلَٰ فِ ٱلَّ  َرحضِ وَٱخح تِ وَٱلْح مَٰ وَٰ ا وَعَلَىٰ جُنُو إِنَّ فِِ خَلحقِ ٱلسَّ ا وَقُ عُود ٌۭ لَحبَٰ بِ ٱلَّذِينَ يَذحكُرُونَ ٱللَََّّ قِيَٰ م ٌۭ ُو۟لِى ٱلْح اَيَٰ ت ٌۢ لِْ  بِهِمح يحلِ وَٱلن َّهَارِ لَ  
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تَ هَٰ ذَا بَٰ طِلا ٌۭ سُبححَ نَٰكَ فَقِنَا عَذَابَ  َرحضِ رَب َّنَا مَا خَلَقح تِ وَٱلْح مَٰ وَٰ ٱلنَّارِ  وَيَ تَ فَكَّرُونَ فِِ خَلحقِ ٱلسَّ  ‘Behold, in the 

creation of the heavens and the earth and the alternation of the night and the day there 

are signs for men of understanding. Those who remember Allah while standing, sitting, 

and lying on their sides, and meditate on the creation of the heavens and the earth. Then 

cry out: “Our Rabb! You have not created this in vain. Glory to You! Give us salvation 

from the punishment of Fire.’lxvii 
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