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Abstract

The 2024 student movement in Bangladesh, initially focused on reforming the quota
system, quickly evolved into a broader challenge to the authoritarian regime, acting as a
catalyst for regime change. The movement highlighted widespread dissatisfaction with
government legitimacy and mobilized citizens across Dhaka, demonstrating the power of
youth-led democratization. This study examines the extent to which the student movement
influenced political actors, weakened governmental legitimacy, and contributed to regime
change relative to other societal forces. Data were collected from 120 respondents in
Dhaka city through a Likert-scale survey, and analysis was conducted using frequency
distributions and Chi-square tests to test the hypotheses. Findings indicate that the student
movement played a decisive role in the political transition, not only energizing public
participation but also shaping the strategies of key political actors. The initiatives and
strategies adopted by students underscore the capacity of organized youth movements to
influence national politics. These results suggest that future civic movements can similarly
leverage mass mobilization and legitimacy crises to promote democratic transitions,
offering important lessons for both scholars and policymakers interested in youth activism
and political change.
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Received: 30 July 25 The 2024 student movement in
Accepted: 28 September 25 Bangladesh was not merely a protest
Research Area: Political Economy over the quota system; it acted as a
Table: 14 catalyst for regime change. Unlike
Fogure:03 earlier student-led movements—
Author's Country: Bangladesh such as those in 1990, 2015, or

DOI: https://doi.org/10.65626/joird.v4i2a5 2018—which focused on specific
policy demands or limited political reforms, the 2024 movement directly
challenged the legitimacy of the ruling Awami League government and mobilized
widespread public support for systemic change. The movement emerged amid
growing public dissatisfaction with an increasingly centralized and authoritarian
regime, characterized by restricted political freedoms, nepotism, and the
concentration of power within the executive. Key grievances included perceived
corruption, suppression of dissent, and the lack of educational and employment
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opportunities for youth. The tipping point came in June 2024, when students
organized sustained protests in Dhaka, drawing in citizens from across the country
and triggering nationwide demonstrations. By mobilizing mass participation and
coordinating strategic actions, students were able to weaken the government's
authority and compel its resignation by August 2024. This study investigates the
pivotal role of the 2024 student movement in Bangladesh's regime change,
examining how youth-led initiatives delegitimized the existing government and
contributed decisively to the political transition.

2.0 Scope of the study

This study examines the 2024 student movement in Bangladesh, focusing on
Dhaka-based actors, including those who directly participated and those who
observed or analyzed the protests during June—August 2024. The research centers
on the perceptions of key stakeholders, including university student leaders and
activists, current and former politicians, political party members, academics and
researchers, journalists, and government officials. Data were collected from
October 2024 to January 2025, after the culmination of the movement. The
research provides insights from these actors regarding the movement and its
political implications. The study does not examine individual protest events, rural
mobilization outside Dhaka, or post-regime transition developments such as
policy reforms or long-term political changes. By clearly defining its temporal,
geographical, and analytical boundaries, this study offers a focused understanding
of urban stakeholders' perspectives on youth-led activism and its role in
influencing political transformation in Bangladesh.

3.0 Literature review
3.1 Historical Precedents of Student Movements in Bangladesh

Historically, student activism in Bangladesh has served as a transformative force
shaping both national identity and state politics. From the early 1950s, students
emerged as the conscience of the nation, articulating public grievances and
acting as catalysts for regime transformation. The 1952 Language Movement,
widely regarded as the foundation of Bengali nationalism, exemplified how
student protests can trigger large-scale mobilization. As Ahmed (1971) notes,
students' defiance against linguistic oppression not only secured recognition of
Bangla as a state language but also laid the ideological groundwork for
independence in 1971. Afsan Chowdhury (2002) further argues that this
movement was not merely linguistic—it represented a broader rejection of
political marginalization by West Pakistan. However, while most scholars
celebrate the unity of the movement, few have explored how class divisions
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among students shaped participation and leadership, which remains a significant
research gap.

The 1969 mass uprising again positioned students as the central agents of
political transformation. Their mobilization delegitimized Ayub Khan's
authoritarian rule and opened the path for the 1970 general elections. Yet, unlike
1952, the 1969 movement reflected increasing coordination between students
and workers, signaling the growing political sophistication of youth-led protests
(Uddin, 2006). Similarly, in 1990, students led the anti-Ershad movement,
which successfully united political parties and civil society to end nearly a
decade of dictatorship. Despite its success, scholars often overlook how the co-
optation of student leaders into party politics after 1990 diluted the
independence of student activism—an issue that continues to affect
contemporary movements.

3.2 Theoretical Perspectives on Youth-Led Democratization

Student activism in Bangladesh also fits within broader theories of youth-led
democratization—a concept highlighting how politically conscious youth
movements pressure regimes toward greater transparency, accountability, and
participatory governance. Khan et al. (2016) argue that such movements
cultivate civic engagement and nurture democratic norms by challenging elite
control over political institutions. This aligns with theories of contentious
politics (Tilly & Tarrow, 2015), which view student uprisings as part of wider
cycles of protest where political opportunity, state repression, and collective
identity interact dynamically.

However, theoretical interpretations differ. Some scholars view student
movements as moral revolutions driven by civic idealism, while others frame
them as instrumental tools manipulated by political elites. For instance, Rahman
and Shahid (2020) emphasize the institutional limitations of student-led
democratization, arguing that their gains are often unsustained without structural
reform. Conversely, Riaz (2019) stresses the emancipatory role of student
activism, which often reinvigorates public resistance against authoritarianism.
These debates reveal that while students remain powerful agents of change, the
longevity of their impact depends on whether movements translate moral energy
into institutional transformation.

3.3 Contemporary Student Movements and Regime Change

The trajectory of student activism in Bangladesh reached a critical juncture
during the 2018 and 2024 movements, both of which redefined the relationship
between youth and state power. The 2018 Road Safety Movement demonstrated
the ability of students to mobilize around non-partisan, civic causes and compel
government response through legal reform. Yet, its limited institutional follow-
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up exposed the fragility of spontaneous mobilizations lacking long-term
organization.

The 2024 Student Movement, emerging from the quota reform protests,
evolved into a broader struggle for democracy and accountability. Recent
analyses of the 2024 movement (Huda, 2024) highlight a shift from policy-
specific reform to systemic political transformation, as student activists
mobilized support across multiple social sectors—workers, professionals, and
parts of the military—reflecting features of youth-led democratization. This shift
illustrates a transition from issue-based protest to systemic political
confrontation. Sheikh Hasina's dismissive remarks and the government's violent
crackdown intensified the conflict, transforming a policy grievance into a
national democratic revolution.

Yet, this movement also exposes contradictions in the literature. While
some observers celebrate the students' role in toppling an authoritarian regime,
others caution against romanticizing youth-led revolutions that lack post-
transition strategies. The 2024 experience underscores both the potential and the
limitations of youth mobilization—its capacity to dismantle regimes but not
necessarily to institutionalize democracy. The movement also highlights the
multi-sectoral nature of modern protests, where digital communication, civil
society networks, and academic spaces jointly sustain political pressure.

3.4 Research Gap

While student movements have historically reshaped Bangladesh's political
landscape, scholarly discussions remain fragmented and largely descriptive. Few
studies integrate historical precedents, theoretical models, and contemporary
movements into a cohesive framework of youth-led democratization.
Importantly, prior research has seldom assessed how stakeholders perceive the
relative influence of students compared to other societal actors in shaping
political change, and few studies empirically measure these perceptions
regarding youth-led mobilization. This study will provide a unique opportunity
to address these gaps, as it not only challenged the legitimacy of the ruling
regime but also mobilized diverse social groups. By situating this movement
within both theoretical and empirical analyses, this study contributes to
understanding how organized youth activism can act as a decisive catalyst for
regime change and democratic renewal in the Global South.

4.0 Objectives of the study

The main objective of this research is to assess how student-led mobilization
contributed to delegitimizing and dismantling the ruling regime.

The specific objective includes:
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i. To identify the mechanisms through which student initiatives influenced
other political actors.

ii. To compare the relative impact of student activism versus other forces
(e.g., media, opposition parties, civil society).

5.0 Research Questions

1. To what extent did the 2024 student movement weaken the legitimacy of
the ruling government?
ii. To what extent did the 2024 student movement influence other actors?
iii. To what extent did students contribute to the regime change compared to
other actors?

6.0 Methodology

This study employs a social survey approach using a quantitative descriptive
research design to examine the perceptions of key stakeholders regarding the
2024 student movement in Bangladesh. The research focuses on Dhaka city, the
epicentre of the movement, where major protests, mobilizations, and strategic
interactions took place. Concentrating on Dhaka allows for an in-depth
understanding of actors who observed or were influenced by the movement.

A total of 120 respondents were selected to ensure adequate representation
across diverse stakeholder groups while maintaining manageability for
quantitative analysis. The sample included: 40 university student leaders, 20
current and former politicians, 15 political party members, 20 academics and
researchers, 10 journalists, and 15 government officials.

To reduce selection bias and ensure representativeness, random sampling
was applied within each stakeholder group. First, lists of potential participants
were compiled for each category using official rosters, organizational directories,
and professional networks. Then, respondents were randomly selected from these
lists using a random-number generator, ensuring every eligible participant had an
equal chance of inclusion. This procedure ensured that diverse perspectives across
all stakeholder groups were captured, maintaining both fairness and statistical
validity.

Data were collected using a closed-ended Likert-scale questionnaire,
which allowed respondents to indicate their level of agreement with statements
about the student movement. The Likert scale is particularly suitable for capturing
perceptions, attitudes, and opinions, facilitating quantitative comparison across
stakeholder groups.

For data analysis, frequency distributions summarized respondents'
characteristics and perceptions, while a Chi-square test examined relationships
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and associations among stakeholder groups and their views, testing hypotheses on
the relative influence of students compared to other societal actors.

All respondents provided informed consent prior to participation, ensuring ethical
compliance throughout the research process.

7.0 Limitations of the Study

While this study provides valuable insights into the role of the 2024 student
movement in Bangladesh, several limitations should be acknowledged. First, the
research relies on self-reported data from respondents, which may be influenced
by personal biases, selective memory, or social desirability. Second, the topic of
political activism and regime change is politically sensitive, which could have
affected the willingness of some respondents to provide fully candid answers.
Third, the study focuses exclusively on Dhaka-based actors, which may limit the
generalizability of findings to rural areas or other regions of Bangladesh. Finally,
the study examines perceptions at a single point in time (post-movement, October
2024 to January 2025) and does not capture the long-term political consequences
or the evolving public opinion following the regime change. Despite these
limitations, the study offers a systematic, empirical, and comparative
understanding of youth-led mobilization and its impact on political
transformation.

Although triangulation with media analysis or protest-event coding could
enhance the validity of the findings, this study focuses on stakeholder perceptions
through a social survey.

7.1 Hypothesis
The following hypotheses have been taken:

i. Ho1: There is no relationship between the 2024 student movement and the
regime change in Bangladesh.
ii. Ho2: There is no relationship between media coverage and the 2024
student movement
iii. Hos: There is no relationship between the student movement of 2024 and
the mobilization of the masses

8.0 Results & Discussion
Table 1: Gender- based distribution of respondents.

Gender Category Frequency Percentage
Male 80 66.67
Female 40 33.33
Total 120 100

Source: Created by author
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The above table indicates that 67% people are male and 33% are female

among the respondents who are taken for interviewed.

Table 2: Age-based distribution of respondents.

Age Category Frequency Percentage
20- 30 40 33.33
31-40 25 20.83
41- 50 30 25.00
51- 60 25 20.83
Total 120 100

Source: Created by author

The above table describes that among the respondents, the age of 33%
interviewees is between 20-30, the age of 21% interviewees is between 31-00, the
age of 25% interviewees is between 41-50, and the age of 21% interviewees is

between 51-60.

Table 3: Occupation of respondents

Occupation Frequency Percentage
Political party members 15 12.50
University student leaders 40 33.33
Current and former politicians 20 16.67
Academics and researchers 20 16.67
Journalists 10 8.33
Government officials 15 12.50
Total 120 100

Source: Created by author

The table above shows that among the respondents, 33% are university
student leaders or activists, 17% are current and former politicians, 12% are
political party members, 17% are academics and researchers, 8% are journalists,

and 13% are government officials.

Table 4: Student-led initiatives in the 2024 student movement.

mitaivesea | swongy | [N [T Suony [ Sandad
by students Agree g Response g g

Students

challenged 442 0.88

government 78 27 7 5 3

control over

public dissent
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Students 4.64 0.67
organized mass
protests to 85 25 5 3 2
achieve their
goal.

Students use 4.32 0.98

nonviolent 70 30 10 5 5
forms of

protest

Students 4.56 0.80

demand 75 35 5 5 5
political

reforms

Students utilize 4.36 1.00
social media
platforms to 80 20 6 7 7
delegitimize
the regime.

Students 4.50 0.82
boycott classes 85 25 0 5 5
and exams

Students 4.50 0.82

Criticize 85 25 0 5 5
government

activities

The student 4.52 0.72
movement was
not only 82 30 3 3 2
confined to
Dhaka.

N= 120 (Strongly Agree=5, Agree= 4, No Response=3, Disagree= 2, Strongly Disagree= 1)
Source: Created by author

We know it very well that the range of clarifying the Likert scale mean
score is: 1.0-2.4 (Negative perception), 2.5-3.4 (Neutral perception), and 3.5-5.0
(Positive perception). The table above shows a low standard deviation. It indicates
that there is a strong agreement among the respondents. On the other hand, all
mean values are above 4.3, indicating high agreement across all statements. It
indicates that people agree to the statements. On the other hand, the mean values
of all statements are above 4.2, indicating high agreement across all statements.

Table 5: Factors that affected the 2024 student movement toward regime
change.

Reasons for the
2024 student
movement

Strongly No Strongly Standard

Agree Agree | Response Disagree Disagree Mean Deviation
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The
Reestablishment
of a questionable
quota system
was a central
trigger

80

25

10

4.64

0.60

Economic crisis
and limited
government job
opportunities

67

23

13

10

4.06

1.22

Political
resentment
against the long-
term ruling
authority

77

28

10

4.57

0.69

The state's
repression of
students by law
enforcement
agencies
aggravated
movement.

the

70

30

10

4.26

1.03

Demand for
political reform

75

28

5

8

4

4.37

0.91

N= 120(Strongly Agree=>5, Agree= 4, No Response=3, Disagree= 2, Strongly Disagree= 1)
Source: Created by author

We know very well that the range for clarifying the Likert scale mean
score is: 1.0-2.4 (Negative), 2.5-3.4 (Neutral), and 3.5-5.0 (Positive).

In a Likert scale, A low standard deviation denotes a high level of
agreement. On the other hand, a high standard deviation indicates less agreement
among respondents. The table above shows a low standard deviation. It indicates
that people agree to the statements. On the other hand, all the mean values for the

statements are above 4.2, indicating high agreement across all statements.

Table 6: Influence of the 2024 student movement on other actors

Influence of the

2024 student | Strongly No Disagree Strongly Mean Standard
movement  on | Agree Agree | Response Disagree Deviation
other actors

Opposition

parties took it as

an opportunity {0 | s 45 5 7 8 4.04 1.04
raise their voice ' ’
against the AL

government
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This movement
weakened the
ruling
government

67

23

10

4.06 1.22

Media coverage
of the student
movement
increased public
awareness

71

31

4.25 1.00

Civil society
raised its voice in
favor of student
rights

60

40

15

4.08 1.08

This movement
influenced
greater
participation of
the general
people in
political matters

79

28

4.44 0.86

The AL
government faced
international
pressure to
resolve the issues
raised by students

78

27

4.43 0.84

N= 120 (Strongly Agree=5, Agree= 4, No Response=3, Disagree= 2, Strongly Disagree= 1)
Source: Created by author

B Mean ® Standard Deviation

The AL government faced international pressure to
resolve the issues raised by students

This movement influenced greater participation of
the general pecple in political matters

Civil society raised their voice in favor of student

rights

Media coverage of the stud ent movement increased
public awareness

This movement weakened the ruling govemment

opposition parties took it as an opportunity to raise
their voice against the AL govemnment

Figure 1: Mean Perception Scores and Standard Deviations on the Influence

of the 2024 Student Movement on Other Actors
Source: Prepared by author
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We know very well that the range for clarifying the Likert scale mean
score is: 1.0-2.4 (Negative perception), 2.5-3.4 (Neutral perception), and 3.5-5.0
(Positive perception). The above table represents a low standard deviation. It
indicates that people have a higher level of agreement among all the statements.
On the other hand, all the mean values of the statements are above 4, indicating
high agreement throughout all statements.

Table 7: Students' contribution to the regime change compared to other actors.

Statements

Strongly
Agree

Agree

No
Response

Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

Mean

Standard
Deviation

Students were the
main driving
force for the
regime change in
Bangladesh

69

31

4.28

0.95

The student
protest influenced
the masses more
successfully than
other actors.

78

25

4.42

0.88

The moral voice
of the students
formed the
national
consensus

65

40

4.37

0.83

Students' unity
and consistency
challenged the
regime.

65

40

4.37

0.83

Students were
more powerful
than other forces
in facilitating
regime change

80

30

4.46

0.79

Regime change
would have been
impossible
without the
participation of
students

85

25

4.50

0.82

Students sparked
the movement
that was followed
by others.

82

28

4.49

0.75

The student
movement drew
international

67

41

4.38

0.82
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attention

The deaths and
torture of student
protesters 85 25 0 5 5 4.50 0.82
triggered national
resentment.

Students
disclosed and
widely shared
government
corruption, human 87 23 0 5 5 4.52 0.79
rights violations,
and controversial
electoral
practices.

N= 120 (Strongly Agree=5, Agree= 4, No Response=3, Disagree= 2, Strongly Disagree= 1)
Source: Created by author

M Mean W® Standard Deviation

Students disclosed and widely shared
govemment cormuption, human rights
violations, and controversial electoral. .

The deaths and torture of student protesters
triggered national resentment.

The student movement drew international
attention

Students sparked the movement that was
followed by others.

Regime change would have been impossible
without the participation of students

Students were more powerful than other
forces in facilitating regime change

Students® unity and consistency challenged
the regime.

Themoral voice of the students formed the
national consensus

The student protest influenced the masses
more successfully than other actors

Students were the main driving force for the
regime change in Bangladesh

Figure 2: Mean Perception Scores and Standard Deviations on Students'
contribution to Regime Changa compared to other Actors
Source: Prepared by author

We know very well that the range for clarifying the Likert scale mean
score is: 1.0-2.4 (Negative perception), 2.5-3.4 (Neutral perception), and 3.5-5.0

©OIRD DOI: https://doi.org/10.65626/joird. v4i2a5 77



https://doi.org/10.65626/joird.v4i2a5

From Protest to Power: The Role of the 2024 Student Movement in Bangladesh’s Regime Change
Afroza Akter

(Positive perception). The above table represents a low standard deviation. It
indicates that people have a higher level of agreement among all the statements.
On the other hand, all the mean values of the statements are above 4.3, indicating
high agreement throughout all statements.

Table 8: Role of the 2024 student movement in weakening the legitimacy of
the ruling government.

Statements

Strongly
Agree

Agree

No
Response

Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

Mean

Standard
Deviation

The student
movement of
2024 effectively
challenged the
autocratic regime
and delegitimized
the ruling regime

72

28

4.30

0.93

The student
movement widely
challenged
government
policies

80

23

4.46

0.82

The student
movement of
2024 reshaped the
political
landscape of
Bangladesh.

85

25

4.56

0.72

Media coverage
of the student
movement
challenged the
government's
position

77

26

4.44

0.84

Political parties
responded to the
issues raised by
the students

69

31

4.28

0.93

The student
movement
improved
freedom of speech
and civic
participation

77

26

4.44

0.84

The student
movement
influenced in
turning public

79

24

4.46

0.82
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perception against
the ruling
government

N= 120 (Strongly Agree=5, Agree= 4, No Response=3, Disagree= 2, Strongly Disagree= 1)
Source: Created by author

We know very well that the range for clarifying the Likert scale mean
score is: 1.0-2.4 (Negative perception), 2.5-3.4 (Neutral perception), and 3.5-5.0
(Positive perception). The table above shows a low standard deviation. The table
above shows a low standard deviation. It indicates that people have a higher level
of agreement among all the statements. On the other hand, all the mean values of
the statements are above 4.2, indicating high agreement throughout all statements.

B Nean W Standard Deviation
The student movement influenced in
turning public perception against...

The student movement im proved
freedom of speech and civic...

Political parties responded to the
issues raised by the students

Media coverage ofthe student
movement challenged the...

Student movement of 2024 reshaped
the political landscape of ...

Student movement widely
challenged government policies

The student movement of 2024
effectively challenged the...

Figure 3: Mean Perception Scores and Standard Deviations on the Role of
the 2024 Student Movement in Weakening the Legitimacy of the Ruling

Government
Source: Prepared by author

Test of Hypothesis

Hi: There is no relationship between the 2024 student movement and the regime
change in Bangladesh.

Table 9: Student movement vs. Regime change

Faith in Student
Movement
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Yes 75 15 90
No 10 20 30
Total 85 35 120

Source: Prepared by author
Here, the Chi-square test has been used.
Table 10: Expected Value

Faith in Student Regime Change happened Regime Change did not happen Total
Movement
Yes 63.75 26.25 90
No 21.25 8.75 30
Total 100 20 120

Source: Prepared by author

After doing the calculation, the chi-square calculated value is 27.242. The result
of degrees of Freedom= (r-1) *(c-1) = (2-1) *(2-1) =1. According to the chi-
square analysis, at the 5% level of significance and 1 degree of freedom, the Chi-
square table value is 3.841. So, chi-square Cal> Cal table value. We know that if
the calculated chi-square value is greater than the critical value from the chi-
square table, the null hypothesis is statistically insignificant. So, the null
hypothesis that there is no relationship between the 2024 student movement and
the regime change in Bangladesh is unsupported. So, there is a significant
correlation between the 2024 student movement and the regime change in
Bangladesh.

H2: There is no relationship between media coverage and the 2024 student
movement.

Table 11: Media coverage vs. 2024 Student movement

Active Media Coverage | Support the Movement | Do not Support the Movement | Total
Yes 70 15 85
No 20 15 35
Total 90 30 120

Source: Prepared by author
Here, the chi-square test has been used.
Table 12: Expected value

Active Media Coverage | Support the Movement | Do not Support the Movement Total
Yes 63.75 21.25 85
No 26.25 8.75 35
Total 90 30 120

Source: Prepared by author
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After doing the calculation, the chi-square calculated value is 8.403. The
result of degrees of Freedom= (r-1) *(c-1) = (2-1) *(2-1) =1. According to the
chi-square analysis, at the 5% level of significance and 1 degree of freedom, the
Chi-square table value is 3.841. So, chi-square Cal> Cal table value. We know
that if the calculated chi-square value is higher than the critical chi-square value
from the table, the null hypothesis is refuted. So, there is no relationship between
media coverage and the 2024 student movement. So, a correlation is observed
between media coverage and the 2024 student movement.

H3s: There is no relationship between the student movement of 2024 and the
mobilization of the masses.

Table 13: Student movement vs. Mass Mobilization

Support for Student Movement | Masses Mobilized | Masses Not Mobilized | Total
Yes 70 20 90
No 10 20 30

Total 80 40 120

Source: Prepared by author
Here, the chi-square test has been used.
Table 14: Expected value

Support for Student Movement | Masses Mobilized | Masses Not Mobilized | Total
Yes 60 30 90
No 20 10 30

Total 80 40 120

Source: Prepared by author

After doing the calculation, the chi-square calculated value is 20. The result of the
degrees of Freedom= (7-1) *(c-1) = (2-1) *(2-1) =1. According to the chi-square
analysis, at the 5% level of significance and 1 degree of freedom, the Chi-square
table value is 3.841. So, chi-square Cal> Cal table value. As we know, if the
calculated chi-square value is greater than the critical chi-square value from the
table, the null hypothesis is rejected. The null hypothesis, that there is no
relationship between the student movement of 2024 and the mobilization of the
masses, 1S not accepted. So, a relationship is present between the student
movement of 2024 and the mobilization of the masses.

9.0 Discussion

The findings of this study provide significant insight into how the 2024 student
movement reshaped Bangladesh's political landscape and contributed to regime
change. The demographic distribution (Tables 1-3) demonstrates the diversity of
perspectives represented in the sample, ensuring that the results reflect voices
across generations, professions, and political orientations. This diversity
strengthens the reliability of interpretations drawn from the data.
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Table 4 illustrates that respondents strongly agreed that students organized
mass protests, challenged state control over dissent, and effectively used
nonviolent means and social media platforms to amplify their message. The
consistently high mean values (above 4.3) across all indicators reflect a strong
perception that the student movement was proactive, organized, and strategically
sophisticated. These findings suggest that the 2024 movement was not merely
spontaneous but institutionally conscious, employing moral and digital framing to
legitimize its struggle and broaden public support. According to social movement
theory, such framing helps transform local grievances into national causes,
thereby catalyzing wider mobilization.

Table 5 identifies the core factors that triggered the 2024 student
movement. Although the reinstatement of the controversial quota system initially
sparked the protests, respondents also emphasized deeper structural issues such as
unemployment, economic hardship, and resentment toward prolonged
authoritarian rule. This indicates that the movement was not only about
administrative reform but also about reclaiming political legitimacy and civic
agency. The results align with legitimacy theory, which posits that when citizens
perceive a regime as unjust or unresponsive, collective action becomes morally
justified and politically potent.

Table 6 highlights how the student movement influenced other social and
political actors. Respondents largely agreed that the movement galvanized
opposition parties, attracted media attention, encouraged civil society
participation, and even generated international pressure on the government. These
responses reflect how students functioned as political brokers, transforming
isolated discontent into organized resistance. The findings also reveal a high level
of trust in student-led activism compared to formal institutions, signaling a shift in
public confidence from party politics to youth-driven mobilization. This erosion
of institutional legitimacy underscores the symbolic power of student activism in
authoritarian and semi-democratic contexts.

Comparative analysis across respondent groups reveals notable variations
in perception. Student leaders and academics expressed stronger agreement that
the 2024 movement played a decisive role in regime change, while government
officials and political party members were more cautious in attributing such
influence to student activism. This divergence reflects a broader tension between
reformist and status-quo perspectives—those associated with civic and
educational sectors viewed the movement as a legitimate expression of
democratic renewal, whereas actors within formal political institutions often
regarded it as a challenge to their authority. These differences underscore how the
concept of "legitimacy" itself became contested across social groups, with each
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interpreting the movement's objectives through their own political and
institutional lens.

Table 7 further strengthens the argument that students were the principal
agents of regime transformation. Respondents overwhelmingly agreed that
students' unity, moral authority, and persistence were unmatched by any other
actor. The data thus validate the hypothesis that students played a decisive role in
mobilizing mass participation and setting the direction of change. As reflected in
Tables 8 and 9, respondents agreed that the movement effectively challenged the
ruling regime, delegitimized government control, and transformed political
discourse around accountability and reform. The chi-square analysis also
statistically confirms that the relationship between the student movement and
regime change is significant, supporting the idea that youth activism directly
influenced political outcomes.

Similarly, the chi-square tests on media coverage and mass mobilization
(Tables 10 and 11) reveal strong associations among communication channels,
collective action, and political transformation. Media coverage not only informed
the public but also amplified student framing, creating emotional resonance and
national solidarity. The movement's ability to mobilize diverse social groups—
including professionals, civil society, and opposition actors—demonstrates the
dynamics of mass contagion, where one group's resistance inspires others to act
collectively. These findings echo theories of political opportunity and framing,
showing that organized student movements can reshape political legitimacy and
accelerate regime transitions.

In sum, the 2024 student movement in Bangladesh serves as a powerful
example of youth-led democratization in the Global South. The convergence of
moral legitimacy, media visibility, and public participation created a momentum
that traditional institutions could not suppress. The findings collectively suggest
that the erosion of regime legitimacy and the rise of collective mobilization were
not accidental but systematically driven by student leadership, digital framing,
and civic moral energy. This research, therefore, not only empirically validates
the role of students in political transformation but also contributes theoretically to
understanding how organized youth activism can act as a decisive catalyst for
democratic renewal.

10.0 Recommendation

The findings of this study highlight the transformative potential of student
activism in shaping Bangladesh's political landscape. However, to ensure that
such movements contribute constructively to democratic development rather than
political instability, several measures are recommended.
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First, universities should institutionalize civic engagement platforms that
enable students to voice their opinions through structured dialogue, debate, and
advocacy programs. These platforms can act as bridges between students and
policymakers, transforming spontaneous protest energy into sustainable civic
participation.

Second, student unions and academic institutions need to be reformed to
operate transparently and independently of partisan influence. Clear regulations
and election guidelines for student bodies would allow activism to remain issue-
oriented rather than be captured by politics, thereby strengthening democratic
culture on campuses.

Third, the government should recognize the value of student participation
in governance. Establishing consultative councils that include student
representatives could create space for young voices in policy formulation,
especially in education, employment, and governance reforms. This would reduce
alienation and build trust between youth and state institutions.

Fourth, the media should play a balanced and responsible role in framing
student movements. Constructive coverage can enhance public understanding of
student demands and discourage misinformation or politicization that often
escalates tensions.

Fifth, civil society organizations and academic researchers should
collaborate to systematically document and evaluate student movements. By
maintaining databases on protest events, outcomes, and state responses,
Bangladesh can build a deeper institutional memory that helps policymakers
anticipate and proactively address youth grievances.

Finally, universities should integrate civic education, leadership training,
and political literacy into their curriculum. This will help students engage
critically with national issues, articulate their concerns through peaceful means,
and develop leadership skills that contribute to long-term political development.

Overall, these recommendations aim to channel the power of student
movements toward constructive democratic transformation—where activism
becomes a foundation for responsible citizenship rather than a symptom of
institutional failure.

11.0 Conclusion

The 2024 student movement in Bangladesh emerged as a transformative political
force that went beyond the issue of quota reform. It united students, civil society,
and opposition actors in a broader struggle for justice and accountability. Through
peaceful protests and digital activism, students effectively challenged the
legitimacy of the ruling regime and inspired nationwide participation. The
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findings reveal that trust in student leadership surpassed confidence in traditional
institutions, highlighting a crisis of political representation. Media engagement
and moral framing further strengthened public solidarity. Overall, the movement
demonstrated how organized youth activism can erode authoritarian control and
serve as a driving force for democratic renewal and regime transformation in
Bangladesh.
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