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Abstract

In the 19" century, the Muslim society of Bengal was confined to the net of
subjugation and superstition. During this crucial period, Haji Shariatullah
came forward to East Bengal to guide the unruly people on the right track. He
was highly educated, strong in the power of faith, and he was also considered
as the great hero of the country's independence. He chose the struggle of ideals
and rights against unequal forces. It showed the accurate way to the oppressed
nations and the path of light to the wayward Muslims. His lifelong struggle was
able to make them conscious Muslims. It gave them strength in religious, socio-
economic and political spheres through the Islamic revival movement; which
later came to be known as the Faraji movement. This way of obtaining rights
was very friendly. He had to face the opposition of Muslims of different sects of
his own religion, the unwanted eye-rolling of Hindu landlords and British
rulers. He and his companions were subjected to various tortures including
imprisonment for propagating the true teachings of the Holy Quran and Hadith
and organizing the vast masses of East Bengal as an independent nation. The
seeds of freedom he sowed, with the evolution of time and the skillful role of his
followers, transformed into the freedom of Bangladesh.
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"For several years Sharia'tullah quietly disseminated his new doctrines in the
villages of his native district, encountering much opposition and abuse, but,
attracting a band of devoted adherents, he by degrees acquired the reputation of a
holy man." (Wise, 1883, p. 22) O3 U2 WA 51 25 feet S50 | ©2
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A, "They profess to adhere to the strict letter of the Koran, and reject all
ceremonies that are not sanctioned by it." (Taylor, 1840, p.248)
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“He also prohibited the laying on of hands, which was customary at the initiation
of a disciple, but required from, all “Tauba” or penitence, for past sins, and a
resolution to lead a more righteous, and godly, life for the future.” (Wise, 1883,
p.22)
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A century ago, Muhammadanism seemed to be dying of inanition in Bengal. In
the mosques, or amid the serene palace life of the Musalman nobility, a few
maulvis of piety and learning calmly carried on the routine of their faith. But the
Musalman peasantry of Bengal had relapsed into a mongrel breed of circumcised
Hindus, not one in ten of whom could recite the kalma- a simple creed, whose
constant repetition is a matter of unconscious habit with all good muhammadans.
(Hunter, 1888, P 47)
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the titles of Ustad and Shagrid, terms which did not suggest complete submission,
should in future be used in the place of Pir and Murid, which had for ages been
the respective designations of the master and his pupil.” (Wise, 1883, p.22)
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Several of the communities into which the lower classes of Mohammedans
are divided, according to their occupations and employments, have
assumed the character of castes and in regard to marrying and eating with
each other, they are quite as exclusive as the Hindoos. (Taylor,1840,
p.244-245)
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It is a curious fact that none of these new ideas exited much opposition,

but on his promulgating the dogma that it was a deadly sin, and one

derived from the Hindus, to allow a midwife to cut the navel cord when it

was the obvious duty of the father to do so, he roused a spirit of revolt
which caused many to fall away. (Wise, 1883, p.22)
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He was accused by the Hindu zamindars of attacking a Hindu temple,
breaking idols, terrorizing the Hindu population by the aggressiveness of
himself and his followers as well as disrupting the Muslim society by
preaching Wahhabi doctrines, declearing British India as an abode of war

(Darul Harb) and entertaining the fanatic ambition of re-estalishing the
Badshahi of the Muslims. (Khan, 1992, p 88)
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